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of war, all war.... 


only hope of survival. 
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T the Cenotaph every year thousands of 
men and women in the grip of Press- 
engineered mass emotion sing a hymn in 
which occur the lines, Sufficient is Thine arm 
alone, and our defence is sure. How many of 
the people who sing this hymn, however, would 
refuse to have anything to do with ARP 
schemes or vote in favour of disarmament ? 

At Christmas every year, peace on earth, good will 
toward men is preached from the pulpits of the 
churches, and engraved on Christmas greeting cards. But 
what lead do the churches give the world in the direction 
of peace, and how many of the people who send these 
peaceful Christmas greetings sincerely mean them? 

Plenty of people go about the world declaring that 
they want peace. 

Hitler says he wants peace; all the countries of Europe 
say they want peace—while they pile up their arma- 
ments. If they all sincerely want peace, against whom 
are they arming? 

At a big public luncheon recently I wrote down an 
extraordinary statement made by Lady Astor. She 
said: “We are going to arm for peace. Never will 
those arms be used except for bargaining purposes.” 

At that same luncheon, Philip Hill, multi-millionaire, 
super-capitalist, said: “In order to have the peace which 
we all want we must face up to an enormous expendi- 
ture on armaments.” 

Both of these extraordinary statements were greeted 
with tremendous applause. 

If we are all so keen on peace what do we do with 
all the arms bought with such heavy expenditure, Mr. 
Hill? And supposing, your Ladyship, that the other 
fellow doesn’t come to terms with the guns trained on 
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** Nothing in life is so important as this : the spreading of the 
gospel of peace in terms of complete renouncement of war under 


any circumstances whatsoever. It is the only hope for humanity, its 
The international peace movement is the 


world’s one chance of salvation, its only hope of peace on earth...” 


E MO a Peace on Earth 7 ini 


** Nothing is so terrible as war, and nothing is so useless. «+. 


There can be no security for the world except in the total rejection 
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him—what then? Then, presumably, like the ants in 
The Insect Play, we open up fire, crying self-righteously 
that “war has been forced upon us.” This is called 
arming for peace. We armed for peace and ye gave us 
war. 


The Supreme Evil 


QVHEN will suffering humanity realize that 

to prepare for war is to have war ? 
When will they realize that the supreme evil 
in the world is not capitalism or fascism, but 
war? That any system of government is an 
infinitely lesser evil than the unspeakable evil 


of war ? 

The spirit of man is unquenchable and survives 
systems, rises again after persecutions. The urge of the 
common people to freedom and equality and “the Good 
Life” cannot be crushed for ever; it may go down for 
the count—as in the fascist countries, and the countries 
in the grip of imperialist exploitation, which is the 
fascism of the democracies—but by its very nature it must 
rise again. But war is annihilation; war is extermina- 
tion; war is death, with no chance of resurrection. 

Nothing is so terrible as war, and nothing is so useless. 
Life must survive at all cost, at any price. The one 
supremely important thing in life is the preservation of 
life. 

The last war, let it not be forgotten, was “the war to 
end war,” and the fact that it completely failed to do so 
has not, it seems, taught the Press-fed masses any lesson 
whatsoever. The war we narrowly avoided a few 
months ago was “to save democracy.” Why should it be 
supposed it would have saved cnything of the kind? 

One of the very first things that goes by the board 
when a country is at war is any vestige of democracy. 
There immediately comes into operation military and 
industrial conscription. Strikes become illegal. The 
Press is censored. Those who refuse to cooperate in the 
war are imprisoned. 


Protecting Democracy 


ND what is this democracy that millions 
should die to save it? This “ demo- 


cracy” that holds down millions of coloured 
people, with no right to vote, no freedom of 
assembly, no trade union protection; which 
sweats and exploits and humiliates them; 
which acquired their lands by precisely those_ 


The Editor and Staff of “Peace News” send to all 
readers every good wish tor a Happy Christmas 
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methods which it sees fit to deplore when 
adopted by others. 

But even if there is no imperialist exploitation in the 
name of democracy to consider, even if there were true 
democracy, would it be worth the sacrifice of millions 
of lives to protect? 

Would what was left of it afterwards have been worth 
the sacrifice? How much sweeter and safer and more 
just and more secure was the world after the last war? 
Nine million human beings died horrible deaths in a 


" war to end war, and today we stand on the brink of a 


new war which if it comes must be like the Biblical 
prophecy of the end of the world. 

I have been among those who have put their signatures 
to public demands for the lifting of the arms embargo 
on the Spanish Government. I have written in favour 
of this, and I have stood on a public platform and 
appealed for money for arms for Spain. Despite my 
horror of bloodshed the idea of Spanish Republicans and 
revolutionaries falling into the hands of Franco seemed 
intolerable. 

But time has gone on and on, and horror has been 
heaped on horror, and slowly it has been borne in on me 
that had Republican Spain showed no resistance, all this 
indescribable horror would have been spared, and no 
system of government could have been as terrible as the 
agony and mass murder the Spanish people have endured 
in defending themselves against fascist aggression, 


Strongest Weapon 


"THERE are those who demand in reply to 

such an argument as this; Is might, then, 
to rule the world ? Is political gangsterism as 
practised by Franco, Hitler, Mussolini, to be 
allowed to go ahead unchecked? Are the 
bullies in the jackboots to inherit the earth and 
the meek to be trampled underfoot 1n a policy 
of life-at-all-costs ? Would you have Spain 
sink back under the tyranny of the Church, the 
Army, the izogeemers i " 

ich I would reply, yes, a c 

en she children should - pena eae Sek 
women buried under the burning ruins of their homes 
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THE debate on the National Service 
Register added little to our knowledge 
of the Government’s plans. 

In the last war, conscription was riveted 
on the nation by a skilful classification of 
the men conscripted. Then, also, a large 
section of the community was effectively 
silenced by classifying them in munition 
or other work of national importance. 
Hardly a complaint came from them about 
the wholesale unreasonableness adopted in 
the conscripting of men for the army. 

Sir John Anderson knows enough of the 
success of what was done in 1917, to try 
the same again. The list of sheltered occu- 
pations, such as coal-mining, building, 
engineering, transport, will be, he said, 
much longer than in 1917. Thus, in the 
early stages, a very large body of workers 
will be induced to feel themselves immune. 
It is these for whom the TUC speaks. 

But the complacency of the men in the 
sheltered trades will soon be shattered: 
for two réasons at least. 

First, a rake-over of the men within 


each “reserved occupation” will be made at I 


an early date after the scheme is estab- 
lished and secondly, it will soon become 
clear to all who are permitted to remain 
in “reserved occupations,” that they must 
stay in those occupations. Any question 
of striking against harsh conditions or of 
passage to a better job elsewhere will be 
gone. Industrial conscription will thus 
have arrived. 

Mr. Ernest Brown admitted, indeed, that 
in so far as men sought to leave their jobs 
in order to join some other arm of national 
service, it would always be within the 
power of the authorities in the service to 
which they sought entry, to admit them or 
reject them. 
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At present, very little of the implications 
of the so-called voluntary register have 
been made plain. 

Some good work was done by a body 
of Labour back-benchers, in pressing on 
the Speakers’ attention the inherent “dis- 
orderliness” of a scheme about the details 
of which so little was being given to the 
House, and Mr. Wilfred Roberts for the 
Liberals said there was an implied threat 
of compulsion in the Government’s pro- 
posals which he was sure would be re- 
pugnant to at least half the country. After 
that, one wondered why he did not lead 
some of his followers into the lobby against 
the proposals. 

Nine members contested the motion in 
favour of the register and a reconsideration 
in March. They were: Rev. Jas. Barr, A. 
Bevan, W. G. Cove, J. J. Davidson, T. 
Henderson. David Kirkwood, Neil Maclean, 
M. Macmillan and G. R. Strauss. Geo. 
Buchanan and Campbell Stephen were the 
tellers for them. All these were Labour or 
ILP. Eight of them are from Clyde-side, 
where the real political fight against con- 

cription was conducted n the last war. 


Useless Annoyance 


TAR more important than expressing 
annoyance at German press polemics 
(ac the Prime Minister did in his broad- 
cast speech), if we really wanted to bring 
home to the Germans the folly of Nazi 
conduct, would be that the brutal treat- 
ment of their own people should be seen 
by them, as it is by us, to be the inevitable 
cutcome of a distorted national outlook. 
We shall be the better able to persuade 
them of that if a larger effort is made by 
this nation to save the refugees from the 
consequences of the cruelty of the German 
rulers. 


we * * 
The Vote of Censure Debate produced 


the usual fire-works and not much else. I 
thought Mr. Dalton was a little more re- 


WHITEBHALL THBATRE — WHI 6692 
Evenings, 8.30. Matinees, Wed. & Sat. 2.30 
Extra Matinee Boxing Day, 2.30 
GLORIOUS MORNING 
by Norman MacOwan 


OVER 200 PERYS. O8 THIS FAMOUS PLAY, 
NOW TO BE SEEN AT 


1/6 to 3/6 eres on 


PEACE 


On 


strained than usual in his attack. As one 
pacifist MP put it, the Labour spokesman 
was concerned this time more to ask ques- 
tions than to make assertions. 

Some of the questions were vital and 
necessary, particularly those which were 
designed to elicit what general policy the 
Government intends to pursue in its further 
conversations with Mussolini, and what 
monetary help this country is prepared to 
accord to the Chinese people in what can 
fairly be described as the mightiest eco- 
nomic disaster of our day. 

The Prime Minister waxed indignant that 
anyone should ask him to give an assurance 
that vital interests and principles should 
not be given away in the Rome talks. But 
even if we have no right to ask how the 
talks will be carried on—and no such right 
is here claimed—the nation certainly ought 
to know whether the Government can 
make any generous offer at all. 


Rome Visit Secretiveness 
F the Prime Minister had been only a 

little more communicative, for example, 
about what might be done about our lucra- 
tive Suez shares and the high freights 
charged, we should have felt more satisfied. 

At Munich, until the very last minute, 
we had left the Czechs not knowing what 
we would do. In the same way public 
opinion in this country also had been kept 
in the dark. 

This uncertainty had its advantages for 
the Government. The British people’s 
dread of war and willingness to rearm was 
increased by the thought that Czecho- 
Slovakia might drag us into a conflict. As 
the event proved, there was never any need 
for the uncertainty. 


NEWS 


: Questions 


Rome Talks 


The Opposition was therefore thoroughly 
justified in asking for more precise infor- 
mation about the Rome talks. They learned 
nothing, except what was already known— 
that the Government had said it would not 
give up any part of our imperial territories. 

We might be told, for example, whether 
the Government would cooperate with 
Italy in a reconstructional loan for the 
Spanish in return for an armistice and a 
temporarily partitioned Spain. 


* * x 


An unusually valuable contribution was 
made to the Censure Debate by Sir Arnold 
Wilson. He is a faithful supporter of the 
Government and his speech was the more 
noteworthy because of that. 

He wanted a reduction by half of the Suez 
fees, representation for all user nations on 
the canal directorate in proportion to the 
use their shipping made of the canal, and 
an independent arbitration about claims of 
Italians living in Tunis. 

Sir Arnold, at least has been thinking out 
before-hand, the problems that are likely 
to come up at Rome. He arrives at solutions 
more at the expense of the French than of 
ourselves. For that reason they ought to 
be modified. 


Obligations of France 
"HE House listened breathlessly for the 

proverbial pin to drop as Mr. Cham- 
berlain indicated his disappointment that 
no response had been forthcoming from the 
German rulers which would aid in general 
appeasement. Within twenty-four hours, 
the German press, less impressionable than 
the House of Commons, was rudely asking 
whether an offer of pacification was not 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT By James Hudson 


Paving the Way 
Conscription : 
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easier for Britain, which had taken the 
German colonies, than for Germany, which 
had lost them. 


* * * 


Mr. Chamberlain‘s reference to our 
future military relations with France was 
worthy of special note. Following, as it 
did, on the categorical undertaking of the 
French Premier to make the whole Frencn 
power available for Britain, if attacked— 
indeed, Mr. Chamberlain took occasion to 
recall this undertaking—there can in future, 
be little doubt about the nature of our 
commitments to France. 

“It is the intentions of the Governments 
rather than the form of words employed 
which count most if the occasion arises to 
make them effective.” This, surely, is the 
assumption of an “honourable obligation” 
far more binding even than that which, as 
Sir Edward Grey claimed, took us into the 
War in 1914. 


Petitioning via 
the Pay-Poke 


WAfONTAGUE BURTON, Ltd., the 

clothiers, are putting a signa- 
ture form. for the National Petition 
for a New World Peace Conference, 
into the wage packet of each of their 
10,000 employees. 


Not so welcome as a rise, perhaps, 
but at least a step toward better con- 
ditions for all! 


F rom the Editor’s Notebook 


Atrocity Mongering Raging Again: 


G.L. in Stone: News of 


Pacifist Players 


WONDER how many have yet been 

asked if they have heard the story of 
the child refugee from Germany, on whose 
back is branded a swastika ? 


I haven’t: but that the yarn is fairly 
current seems certain from the fact that 
the Daily Express has, been goaded into 
making an editorial denunciation of it. 


“Be on your guard,” the paper counsels. 
“It is your duty in these times to discredit 
wild rumours which can only add to the 
total of international hatreds.” 

Hear, hear! Anti-Nazi atrocity-mongering 
is waxing. 

The News Chronicle recently carried a 
really horrific story of concentration camp 
thuggery, which the perspicacious corre- 
spondents of the other leading dailies 
curiously missed. 


But equally is the imperialist conspiracy 
of silence deepening (Well-informed 
students tell me that the most authentic 
news of Palestine these days, is to be 
found in the German Press). 


The only course open to a rational 
human being is to treat with discrimina- 
tion all “news,” from whatever quarter, 
however impressive; to realize that no 
nation has the monopoly of evil; and that 
if evil is proved without doubt to have 
been done, to remain unshaken in the con- 
viction that it cannot be eradicated by evil. 


ue * x* 


Presentation 
HE genial, side-whiskered features of 
George Lansbury are to be pictured 
in stone by Jussof Abbo, a refugee sculptor. 
His commission has come from a group of 
pacifist friends of the “grand old man.” 
The completed bust will be presented to 
Mr. Lansbury about the time of his 
eightieth birthday, in February next. 
Part of the cost has already been raised 
privately, but the committee, headed by 
John Barclay, feel that there must be many 
in the pacifist movement as a whole, who 
would be glad to share in this gesture of 


affection and admiration for the veteran 
whom Dick Sheppard used to call “Public 
Pacifist No, 1.” 

Contributions will, accordingly, be wel- 
comed by the honorary treasurer of the 
fund, Miss Frieda B. Maynard. 42, Hillway, 
Highgate, N.6. 


* * * 


The Joy Loom 
OST readers of last week’s Peace News 
would have noticed the unusual ad- 
vertisement on page 2. Offering “the Joy 
Loom,” it described the use of this con- 
traption as “Better than Bombing—Mend- 
ing, not Ending.” 

I know nothing, other than by hearsay, 
of the performance of this novel machine, 
but I do know that its inventor, Mr. 
Reginald G. Macpherson, a war resister 
of unshakable conviction. He was on the 
committee of the No More War Movement, 
and “did time” in Wormwood Scrubs and 
Princetown. He is still a keen pacifist. 

His darning machine (which may be ob- 
tained from him, 3s. 9d., post free, at 24, 
West Cliffe Mount, Harrogate). was 
awarded an international silver medal. 


t * * 


Basque Stamps 

THE Basque House stamps issued by the 
. PPU, serve the double purpose of raising 
funds for the maintenance of the children 
and spreading the fact that there are still 
2,000 of these little exiles in this country. 

Each sheet of twelve stamps——the design, 
by the way, is unusually attractive—costs 
6d. If every PPU group purchased, as a 
group, only one sheet, the cost of printing 
would be defrayed. If two sheets were 
purchased, there would be a little profit 
which could be devoted to the running of 
Langham. 


* * m 


“ Murder” by Pacifists 
T. GEORGE’S CHURCH, Bloomsbury 
Way, will be the setting for a pro- 


“Peace News ” Offices. 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4+ 


duction of T. S. Eliot's Murder in the 
Cathedral, by the Adelphi Group, on Fri- 
day and Saturday, January 20 and 21. The 
players are the same team who presented 
the play at the last PPU Conference at 
Langham. 

Murder in the Cathedral was first pro- 
duced in the Chapter House of Canterbury 
Cathedral, with Robert Speight as Beckett. 
It had an immediate triumph, and enjoyed 
later on, a long run in the West End. 

The Langham effort was in the nature of 
a “try-out” by the group, who have since 
been rehearsing assiduously for the public 
presentation of their first production. 


¥ a 


Players’ Progress 


THE International Pax Players, I am glad 

to learn, are gradually achieving 
financial security, whieh should enable them 
to prosecute even more vigorously their 
aim of presenting “Plays. Entertainments 
and Music for the purpose of promoting 
Peace and Goodwill.” 

They have now secured rooms at St. 
Philip’s Institute, Rees Street, Islington, 
N.1, affording scope for further develop- 
ment. Their accommodation is available to 
other societies for rehearsals or smal] meet- 
ings. 

* « o 


Learning German 


AAANY Midland readers of Peace News 
«¥4 have approached Mr. Joseph Rosenberg 
for tuition in the German language since 
the announcement in these notes of his 
willingness to take classes. 

He informs me that it is difficult for him 
to give individual tuition outside of London, 
but he is quite prepared to advise ?fidland 
members on their studies, preparatory to 
giving an intensive course during the Easter 
or Summer holidays in Birmingham. 

Mr. Bernard L. Jackson, of 49 Old Oak 
Road, King’s Norton, Birmingham, 30, is 
making the arrangements. 
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MAY BE FORCIBLY 
MILITARIZED 


Their Strategic Importance 


Makes Them Pawns of 


the Nazis 


GANDHI RECALLS HIS 
SOUTH AFRICAN 
CAMPAIGN 


A WAY for the Jews to meet persecution, 

* ~=which has its parallel in the reaction 
of Indians to similar treatment in South 
Africa, is put forward by Mr. M. K. Gandhi 
in his weekly, Harijan. 


“Tf I were a Jew and born in Germany, 
and earned my livelihood there,” he 
writes, “I would claim Germany as my 
home even as t' tallest gentile German 
may, and challenge him to shoot me or 
cast me in the dungeon. And for doing this 
I should not wait for the fellow-Jews to 
join me in civil resistance but would have 
confidence that in the end the rest are 
bound to follow my example.” 


Mr. Gandhi points out that by adopting 
this course the Jews could not be worse off 
than at present. 


HOW INDIANS RESISTED 


Recalling the Indian Satyagraha (non- 
violence) campaign in South Africa (which 
he Jed) as an exact parallel, he points out 
that in that case the Indians were perse- 
cuted, that the persecution also had “a re- 
ligious tinge,” and that there were also 
ghettos, described as “ locations.” 

“The Indians, a mere handful, resorted 
to Satyagraha without any backing from 
the world outside or the Indian Govern- 
ment. Indeed the British officials tried to 
dissuade the Satyagrahis from their con- 
templated step. 


“World opinion and the Indian Govern- 
ment came to their aid after eight years 
of fighting. And that, too, was by way of 
diplomatic pressure, not of threat of war.” 


Mr. Gandhi admits that, although his 
“sympathies are all with the Jews,” the 
cry for the national home for the Jews does 
not make much appeal to him. Palestine, 
he declares, belongs to the Arabs, who 
should not have the Jews imposed upon 
them. 


WAR NO SOLUTION 


“What is going on in Palestine today 
cannot be justified Ly any moral code of 
conduct. The mandates have no sanction 
but that of the last war.” 


As for our attitude to Germany, who is 
“showing how hideous, terrible and ter- 
rifying ” violence “looks in its nakedness,” 
he refuses to believe that a war against her 
would benefit the Jews. It might lead to 
a general massacre of the Jews, and in any 
case the latter would not gain the “inner 
strength and joy” that would follow from 
the adoption of non-violence. ¢ 


Indians in Kenya Oppose 


|effort to avoid this major tragedy. 


Power 


F proposals now afoot are allowed to go 
if forward, inhabitants of the Aland 
Islands, in the Baltic, will lose their 
present freedom from military service— 
secured by a convention in 1921, of which 
Britain was one of the ten signatories. The 


inhabitants are strongly against the 
scheme. 
Though at present unfortified, these 


islands between Sweden and Finland are 
of great strategical importance to Baltic 
countries. For this reason they may soon 
become Europe’s danger spot, declared 
Claud Golding in an article in the Evening 
Standard last week. For this reason, too, 
they figured in the miiitary plans of 
Russia, Germany, Sweden and Finland 
during the September crisis. 

Under a League of Nations ruling of 1921 
the Alanders secured autonomy under the 
sovereignty of Finland. At recent confer- 
ences between Finland and Sweden con- 
cerning the islands’ defences it has been 
proposed that the Autonomy Law should 
be revised, and Britain is among the signa- 
tories of the 1921 document already advised 
of this plan. 


ISLANDERS’ OPPOSITION 


Meanwhile the Alanders have expressed 
their strong opposition. Their Diet (or 
parliament) has declared in favour of 
maintaining neutrality and demilitariza- 
tion, claiming that they safeguard “the 
general peace of North Europe and protect 
the welfare of the Aland population.” 

Sweden and Finland, which are jointly 
concerned lest the islands fall into the 
hands of a Great Power, consider that their 
neutrality can be safeguarded by providing 
defences. 

Disputes concerning the islands 
an Anglo-French squadron destroyed the 
existing fortifications, because the islands 
were claimed to be vital for British trade. 

In 1856 Britain, France, and Russia 
signed the Aland Convention. 
was laid down that “the Aland Islands 


Jewish immigration 


oe "THOSE who support the immigration 

of Jewish refugees in Kenya out of 
their misfortunes are guilty of introducing 
worse misfortunes or. 3,000,000 natives in 
Kenya.” 


This warning has been given to the 
Colonial Secretary in a memorandum put 
forward by the East African Indian 
National Congress. 


Declaring that Indians in East Africa 
have sincere sympathy for the Jews, the 
memorandum points out that Indians 
themselves are a subject race and that “in 
India itself there is no opposition or re- 
striction to the immigration of Jews.’ 


RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 


In Kenya, however, “a large part of the 
best lands... are in fact and partially 
by law reserved for Europeans of any 
nationality as against non-Europeans, in- 
cluding the Indians and the Africans.” 

After recalling that “the European 
settlers are demanding that the Highlands 
should be absolutely and permanently re- 


served for them by an Order in Council,” 
the memorandum contends that “an influx 
of a large number of European Jews will 
strengthen the hands of the settlers in try- 
ing to perpetuate a glaring injustice against 
British subjects. 


A SECOND PALESTINE 


A further injustice is alleged to exist in 
the proposal that immigrant Jews should 
be subsidized by the Colony. Indians and 
Africans, two important sections of the 
tax-payers, are “proportionately already 
more heavily taxed than the European 
community, 


“The iniquity of assisted immigration 
would mean that the coloured people will 
be making a financial contribution for the 
extension of an iniquitous practice based 
on racial difference.” 


If the free consent of the natives of 
Kenya is not first obtained, continues the 
memorandum, “what is happening in 
Palestine would in course of time happen 
in Kenya with much less justification.” 


have | 
occurred for many years past, and in 1854! 


in which it | 


Politics 


shall not be fortified cnd no military or 
naval establishments shall be maintained 
or created on them.” 


BRITISH INTERVENTION 


They belonged nominally to Finland 
when that country declared her independ- 
ence of Russia in 1917. 

The right of seif-determination was 
claimed by the inhabitants, who declared 
for reunion for Sweden. In 1920 Finland 
granted autonomy, but would not give UP | 
sovereignty. Instead the leaders of the | 
secession movement were arrested for 
high treason and the islands were occupied 
by Finnish troops. 

In 1920 the League of Nations teck a 
hand. A commission appointed to make 
inquiries on the spot reported against the 
claim to secession. It declared that the 
islanders were politically a part «* Fin- 
land. ‘The islands were given to Fin- 
land,” commented Claud Golding, “ con- 
trary to the wishes of the population be- 
cause Finland made a better offer to 
Britain than did Sweden in regard to 
British interests in the Baltic.” 

Germany is interested in the islands be- 
cause of her desire to protect iron ore ex- 
ports from German ports to Sweden. 

“T prophesy that Aland will soon be in 
the news,” concluded Claud Golding. 


(The islands number about 300. Eighty are 
inhabited, chiefly by Swedes descended from 
Swedish vikings who settled there over 1,000 
years ago.) 


Spanish Babies Starve 
This Christmas 


The following telegram on the food situa- 
tion in central Spain has just been re- 
ceived by the Spanish Youth Foodship Com- 
mittee: 

Madrid cables - reserves central region 
powdered milk exhausted. Must send imme- 
diately 120 tons saving 20,000 babies from 
death starvation. Spain deeply appreciates 
magnificent current campaigns answering 
latest appeals, new emergency effort avoid: 
tragedy. 

As an immediate response the Committee 
was able to despatch £3,000 as a contribu- 
tion from British Youth Organizations in an 
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Belgian Plan 


ERG for Peace 


SOCIALIST CALLS 
FOR 
CONFERENCE ON: 


Treaties, Arms, Alliances, 
Trade, Debts and 


Colonies 


The real problem is not to preserve peace; for 
the present peace is nothing but prolonged 
expectation of a war, and it implies the main- 
tenance of an international order which 
socialism for a long time recognized to be 
economically and morally untenable. 

lt is far more a question of a new peace to be 
constructed by a policy which should not be— 
as that which has been pursued by the “ demo- 
cratic Powers’’ with regard to Spain and 
Czecho-Slovakia—without determination, with- 
out continuity, without initiative, and even 
without honour, 


"THAT is the argument of Henri de Mann, 
leading Belgian socialist, in an article 


written by him in the Belgian Labour Party 
Press before the party conference held last 


;month, 


Henri de Mann claimed that all the 
divergences in the movement came down 
to two crucial questions, which he answered 
as follows: 

1, Can war be reckoned as a means of estab- 
lishing the triumph of freedom in Europe ” 

To this question I answer no. 

2. Is peace possible in a Europe in which 
democratic and totalitarian States co-exist side 
bv side ? 

To this question I answer yes. 

Those who claimed that peace with fas- 
cist States was impossible could only rely 
on one other supposition : the overthrow of 
fascist governments by their citizens. This 
was at present unlikely, for the threat of 
war helped to maintain fascism in those 
States. 


EXCLUDE WAR 


Henri De Mann added that “any war 
is worse than the evil which it sets out to 
remove. Accordingly no programme of 
international policy deserves the trouble of 
consideration unless it starts by excluding 
war as a means of realization.” Going on 
to outline his own constructive peace policy, 
he wrote: 

Its objective must be, as regards form, a 
General Peace Conference; as regards its nature, 
it must be the adaptation to the new circum- 
stances of the ideas which inspired the Inter- 
national some fifteen years ago. 

These ideas I will recall briefly :— 

1. Revision of the treaties of 1919, in con- 
formity with the principles of President Wilson 
and of his worthy successor, President Roosevelt, 
and not of those of President Poincaré; 

2. Progressive and simultaneous disarma- 
ment; 

3. General abandonment of military alliances: 

4. Thorough reorganization of the League of 
Nations on these bases; 

5. Progressive abolition of economic frontiers 
with repudiation of dumping; 

6. Thorough revision of the system of colonial 
possession with the aim of a rational distribu- 
tion of raw materials and of territories for re- 
population: 

7. Final abolition of all international debts; 

8. Abolition of all barriers to the inter- 
national movement of capital and to clearing; 

9. Abolition of all barriers to the movement 


of persons from one country to another. 


season of Christmas. 
tion and growth. 
peoples, 
oes in their beneficence. 


"Peace and prosperity" is 


withdrawals. 
Write to the Secretary for a" 


PEACE ano GOl 


are words we think of and strive for always, but especially at this beloved 
Peace, when creative ideas have opportunity for concep- 
Goodwill, to further those ideas by joint efforts of friendly 
The consequences of continued peace and goodwill may well be 


the motto of St. 
Pancras Building Society; and in their economic 
sense peace and prosperity may be gained with 
least difficulty through the service given by St. 
Pancras Building Society to its members. 
invested in the Society gives no anxiety. 
the community and rewards the investor. 


Four per cent.—no income tax to pay—easy 


Guide for Investors.’ 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


Managing Director; E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARK STREET, N.W.1 
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Letters to 


NEWS 


the Editor 


December 23, 1938 


Pacifists & Democracy—The Case for 
Anarchism: ‘‘Loving Our Enemies” 


HAROLD BING is right in insisting on the 
classical and accepted meaning of the 
word “Democracy”: government by the 
many. Clearly, too, the right of the majority 
to compel obedience to their decisions is im- 
plied. Attempts to extend the meaning of 
the word “Democracy” to include more 
than this can only lead to confusion. 
Equally clearly, if this definition is 
accepted, pacifism and democracy are in- 
compatible. Democracy is the rolitical 
faith underlying collective security, which 
seeks to enforce the rule of the majority 
in international affairs, rather than of 
pacifism. 


Pacifism is founded on the belief that in 
a suitable environment nations wil] behave 
well without compulsion. The political 
system analagous to this is not democracy 
but anarchism, which implies the right of 
the individual to complete freedom, un- 
hampered by the law. 

I use the word “freedom” here in its 
broadest sense: freedom to be adequately 
nourished, housed and clothed; freedom of 
marriage and parenthood; freedom of 
thought and speech, and the right of com- 
plete self-expression for every individual. 

In practice, I concede to the State the 
right to curtail the individual’s right of 
complete self-expression, but only in cases 
where, and to the extent that, such self- 
expression would involve a disproportion- 
ate infringement of the freedom of other 
individuals. 


This, of course, answers the question as 
to whether, if pacifists reject the decisions 
o: the majority in refusing to participate 
in war, others are not equally justified in 
so doing when nationalization of the land 
or of the banks is concerned. In refusing 
to fight, the pacifist interferes with the 
freedom of no other individual, whereas 
private ownership of the land and of the 
joint-stock banks curtails the freedom of 
millions, 


My view is that, in a pacifist State, the 
function of the democratically elected legis- 
lature should be the provision of a suitable 
environment whereby the maximum of 
self-expression is secured for every indi- 
vidual, and the framing of such laws as 
may be necessary to prevent the abuse of 
such liberty to the detriment of the freedom 
of other people. “ Democratic Anarchism ” 
seems quite a good name for such a system. 


ERIC G. ATTWOOD. 
4 Green Way, Chatham. 


vir. Hancock’s suggestion (December 9) 
that the dilemma of the disfranchised paci- 
fist might be resolved through membership 
of one or other of the existing political 
parties, deserves attention. 

Where can the pacifist find a party whose 
government policy he can honestly sup- 
port? Pacifism is not a side-line to be dis- 
cussed on rare occasions, in small groups, 
mentioned in sermons or made the subject 
of debates. Pacifism implies a comprehen- 
sive constructive policy, a new way of life 
and covers the whole field of human 
activity. 

Can Mr. Hancock deny that there is truth 
in the Tory taunt that if the party to which 
he owes allegiance had been in power, we 
should have been in a state of var long 
ago? Has he considered the fact that 38 
Labour members supported Mr. Vernon 
Bartlett, an avowed admirer of conscrip- 
tion? Has he listened to the almost 
hysterical pleadings of that erstwhile crim- 
son Socialist, Mr. Brailsford, for friendship 
with the Liberals in order to fight fascism? 

It should -be abundantly clear that paci- 
fism cannot be fostered in the foreign soil 
o* an alien party and since the concern of 
pacifism is politics, the only solution is the 
formation of a new political party designed 
to further pacifism as a constructive poli- 
tical policy. It is no longer sufficient to 
ask men and women to sign a pledge; they 
must help to set the machinery in motion 
in order to follow that pledge to its logical 
conclusion, 

“Religion is politics, and Politics is 
Evotherhood,” said Blake, and Middleton 
Murry rightly insists that men must put 
inte politics what they put into religion. 

DOROTHIE STREVENS, 
Holyhead Branch, Christian Pacifist Party. 
“Tranygarn,” Waltham Avenue, Holyhead, 
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Conditions in 


JIAVE found, in conversation during the 
last fortnight, a lamentable ignorance 
among members of the Peace Pledge Union 
with regard to the Sudeten refugees in 
Czecho-Slovakia. This in spite of Andrew 
Stewart’s admirable article in the December 2 
issue. A letter in Daily Telegraph (Decem- 
ber 14), from Miss Warriner, the representa- 
live in Prague of the British Committee for 
Refugees from Czecho-Slovakia, puts the case 
better than I could do. 


During the last week I have had private 
reports from Czecho-Slovakia on the condli- 
tions in the camps for Sudeten Germans who 
have fled from the attentions of their German 
kinsmen. These conditions are such that 
no-one who has read the details can sleep 
comfortably thinking of them. Children with 
faces covered with sores because of lack of 
the right food, of any food. A man whose 
body bears the seares of the branding tron 
from a previous stay in a German concen- 
tration camp: he lost an eye during the same 
visit. Women in despair. These are hard- 
working decent people, who ask nothing but 
to be allowed to work again. They have lost 
all because they, as Miss Warriner says, 
“fought a losing fight against Nazism for five 
years "—a fight they carried on by proper and 
democratic methods, one must add. 


One must add it since I have found a ten- 
dency, understandable but not less unpleasant, 
to suggest that these people were merely mis- 
guided rebels, that since Czecho-Slovakia had 
to be dismembered to preserve peace it was 
regrettably tactless of them not to have 
welcomed it before it happened. Such com- 
placency is unforgivable. 


These people, these decent men and women 
and their children, have paid the cost of peace 
for us. There is nothing more urgent we have 
to do at this moment than to try to save them. 
We must press the Government to grant 
block visas for them. Those of us who can 
spare moncy must send it to the British Com- 
mittee for the express purpose of helping to 
resettle them in another country. 


We cannot for our own sake afford to be 
complacent about Czecho-Slovakia. When 
all has been said, it remains true that this 
country has been Jargely destroyed as a viable 
economic unit; that a democratic state which 
was tolerant and eager to improve the lot of 
its ordinary people is being replaced by a 
State which is much less eager to preserve 
democratic liberties; that acute misery has 
been brought to many thousands of families; 
that in Slovakia liberals and pacifists are 
already finding themselves regarded with sus- 
picion. If it is true that there was no other 
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Christmas Spirit 
in Action 


May I be allowed to use your columns to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to all those, 
anonymous and otherwise, who in any way con- 
tributed to the success of our Christmas Party 
on Saturday, December 17, 

Our anticipated 100 guests grew to nearly 160, 
varying in age from 3 weeks to 64 years (many 
being of the Jewish faith), and together with 
companions there were over 200 of us. 

Our President, Gecrge Lansbury, said: “The 
Companions are ali members of the Peace Pledge 
Union or some other equally disreputable 
organization "—of al! of which he was a member. 

It is our aim to carry this spirit of Christmas, 
peace and good will, into the homes of our 
guests and hundreds of others in the East End 
throughout the coming year. 

Who will help us to make every day a Christ- 
mas day? 

One does not like to single out names, but I 
feel I must just mention three for special 
thanks, the Rev. William Dick, af Trinity Hall, 
Poplar, who loaned the hall; Liewellyn Kiek, 
who for weeks past has allowed us to use his 
book lounge in Paternoster Row for prepara- 
tions ; and Bil! Millman (Father Christmas), who 
has worked particularly bard. 

CHARLES STUART, 
The Good Companions (Social Welfare 
Group) in conjunction with the Peace 
Pledge Union, City of London Group. 
8 Highcroft Road, Crouch Hill, N.19. 


I shall be very glad if you can find room for 
a short aecount of the work of the “Pen 
Friends’ Guild,” and an appeal for volunteers. 

Each member “adopts” as friend a totally 
friendless inmate of a Public Assistance Institu- 
tion. Lonely folk, who perhaps for years have 
never had a letter or a visit from a friend, find 
that—in the words of one of them-—life is 
“brand new” when they have a friend of their 
own to write to them, or, if they are lucky, pay 
them an occasional visit. 

If any of your readers sre willing to be a 
“pen friend” to a lonely soul in a Surrey {nsti- 
tution, I shall be very pleased to hear from 
them. 

(Miss} WINIFRED A. HALL. 

3 Avenue Road, Wallington, Surrey. 
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Czecho-Slovakia 


way to preserve peace then we may be thank- 
ful it was preserved, 

Bat we may not allow any tinge of self- 
excusing complacence to blind us to the fact 
that it is not you and I who paid for this 
peace. There are many occasions when 
ignorance is the worst of crimes. To be 
ignorant about what fs going on in Czecho- 
Slovakia is one of them. 


STORM JAMESON. 
68a Shinfield Road, Reading, Berks. 


*** Points made by Miss Warriner tn the letter 
to which Miss Jameson refers are: 

The real tragedy is the position of the 
Sudeten German Social Democrats, number- 
ing about 4,000. They have had eight weeks 
of semi-starvation and neglect, and despair 
of any improvement. Since the option deci- 
sion they cannot hope for employment here. 

Arrangements for direct relief to the camps 
through the Lord Mayor’s Fund have been 
carried through with the maximum of in- 
efficiency and delay. 

The only way of helping these people is 
to find wider collective possibilities of emi- 
gration. 

The only just and practical way of organi- 
zing emigration is to grant block visas for a 
definite number, and then to send representa- 
tives of the Dominions to select the most 
suitable people for definite jobs. 

Funds to assist overseas settlement are 
needed. 


Refugee Settlement 


MONG the various schemes being con- 
sidered I am wondering whether it 
would be in any way possible to use some of 
the very considerable funds accumulated for 
the settlement of refugees to “lease” terri- 
tory, on a very long-term lease, in some 
country that has room and not too great 
population: possibly Brazil. 

If a large extent of territory could be 
acquired in this way, it would be possible to 
evacuate refugees from Europe more quickly, 
and without an intermediate stay in other 
countries. Such land would at least have to 
be capable of development, 

It may be argued that no State would throw 
open its territory on such conditions, but the 
development of a large area is a benefit to all 
concerned. 

Could not such a territory be established by 
an international guarantee, through the com- 
mittee appointed at Evian 7 

Kent. Pi 
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National Service 


I CANNOT pass R. S. Baxter’s letter in 


your issue dated December 2 without 
comment. 


Surely there are some pacifists for whom it 
is right to adopt practical realization of ideals 
in community service, and there are others who 
will rightly prefer to go about their “ business 
as usual” and spread the gospel of pacifism 
as best they may. 

John Hoyland does not suggest that all 
pacifists should promptly start draining the 
Wash, &c., and R. S. Baxter should not, I think, 
be so totalitarian as to state that such people 
who do lean toward community service “do 
not really know what wants doing or how.” 


R. S. Baxter’s letter is riddled with challenges 
which to my mind can easily be answered by 
people who have more understanding of com- 
munity service than I possess. There is, how- 
ever, one exhortation with which I am in entire 
agreement: “For goodness sake, let us retain 
our balance.” Yes, this is a consummation 
devoutly to be wished, Mr. Baxter ! 


MAX WALKER. 
Green Pastures, Gomshall, Surrey. 


Urged on by the non-pacifist eriticism that 
pacifism is not constructive, many pacifists feel 
that it is their duty to engage in extraneous 
work which appears to be of a more construc- 
tive quality. Pacifists should, however, remem- 
ber that the stupendous task they have set them- 
selves, annihilation of war and armaments, and 
the bringing in of the reign of peace, is the 
most constructive work ever undertaken by man 
since the creation of the world. 


WINIFRED A. M. GREENFIELD. 
36 Orchard Avenue, Parkstone., 


iW is literally impossible to publish all 
the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 


DACIFISTS should be grateful for the 

constructive criticism in Miss Vera 
Brittain’s article on “ Loving our Enemies” 
(December 2). May I suggest, however, 
that her negative criticism of the well- 
meaning young people who, she says, are 
living in a fool's paradise may give quite 
a wrong impression about people who actu- 
ally do go into Germany in groups. It is 
hardly fair to imply condemnation of all 
who travel abroad to promote understand- 
ing, just because Miss Brittain has “met 
a few wishful thinkers” who are too opti- 
mistic to have thought out the difficulties 
of conciliation. 


If I might speak for ITT (International 
Tramping Tours) quite the reverse of her 
criticism is true. We have several 
voluntary leaders and organizers who for 
nearly ten years have taken parties ta 
Germany and other European countries, 
specially where minority and other in- 
justices are rife. These leaders are mostly 
practical people who know fully the limita- 
tions of personal contacts and friendships 
formed while tramping or cycling among 
the German people in places and conditions 
not met by the ordinary tourist in show. 
places. 


ITT was formed precisely because many 
of our young countrymen do live in a para- 
dise (or purgatory) of those very propa- 
gandist caricatures against which Miss 
Brittain complains, but on meeting actual 
Germans their attitude of custom-fed 
hostility and misunderstanding was quite 
changed. 


We know that a spirit still exists in 
German people which all peace-lovers 
would desire to keep alive. May we look 
forward to articles on “Loving our 
Enemies” in support and encouragement 
of those well-meaning young people who go 
into Germany or any other country where 
understanding is needed? 


LESLIE PHILIPSON. 
Hon. Secretary, Cycling Section, 
International Tramping Tours. 


21 Cookridge Drive, Leeds. 


Vera Brittain writes: 


Of course I had no intention of condemning 
those who travel abroad; on the contrary, the 
visits of friendly groups, particularly to “hostile” 
countries, are one of the best way of encouraging 
that understanding between peoples which helps 
to eliminate war. The purpose of my article 
was merely to suggest that this kind of contact 
between peoples, valuable as it is, is insufficient 
by itself to counteract the blunders and provo- 
cations of antagonistic governments, and that 
those who are attempting the wark of concilla- 
tion, whether in the form of persenal contacts 
or platform propaganda, will succeed only if 
they possess a complete and realistic understand- 
ing of aW the difficulties involved. 

It seems to me especially important for paci- 
fists, who are regarded as unpractical vision- 
aries by the “plain man,” to avoid that type 
of half-informed optimism which gives substance 
to the accusation. 


Economic Road to 
Peace 


We are organizing a conference to be held at 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, from 
January 26 to 28, 1939, at which the economic 
aspect of peace and war will be approached from 
seven avenues :—Banking Reform and Develop- 
ments, Natianal and International Finance, The 
German and Italian Financial Experiments, 
World Agriculture and Nutrition, Empire Trade 
and International Trade, Home Agriculture, The 
Dominions—Financial Independance and Large 
Scale Group Settlement. 

The conference is receiving the support of the 
leading peace societies, and the response to our 
request for cooperation from those who can 
speak with authority on the subjects scheduled 
is most gratifying. 

The final session of the conference is to be 
held at the Central Hall, Westminster, on Satur- 
day evening, January 28, when Mr, Archibald 
Crawford has agreed to summarize the work of 
the seven previous sessions. This will be fol- 
lowed by a discussion on: An Imperial Economic 
Conference, A World Peace Conference, and A 
New League of Nations. 

The fee for the three days’ conference is five 
shillings. Further information can be obtained 
through the branches of the Peace Secieties or 
from the undersigned direct. 


THEODORE FAITHFULL, 
Honorary Organizer. 
R. H. R. COOKE, 
BEATRICE COLQUHOUN, 
Joint Honoray Secretaries. 
33 New Cavendish Street, London, W.1. 
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Y R. H. WARD 


2. The Individual’s Conftikuttn 
to the Community 


HAVE spent some time on the com- 
{ munity’s relations, and those of its 

members, with the world around it. 
Bu: these remarks, when we pass to the 
consideration of the community itself, have 
their interior significance. 

Within t' > community, example is again 
the most powerful agent for the revolution- 
izing of the members themselves: it is the 
member who makes real sacrifices of his 
own comfort, time and indulgence who 
leads others to do the same. This question 
of sacrifice, of service, is the key to the 
whole matter: while that is a reality, the 
community’s existence is justified, when it 
fails, the community may as well disperse 
and, in point of fact, will disperse. 


Bridging a Gap 

For let us see again exactly what this 
community is: it is a collection of individ- 
uals who have looked on society and seen 
that it is in a very sad way indeed and 
headed for war as the logical outcome of 
its condition; they have looked on them- 
selves and seen that they partake of the 
condition of society, that its failings are 
their own. 

But they have seen in their mind’s eye 
another and improved society and another 
and improved self which will be fit for 
citizenship of that other society. In order to 
bridge the gap between what is and what 
might be, they have formed their com- 
munity. 

What might be has, however, a set of 
values at its foundation which are antithe- 
tical to the values of what is; therefore the 
community must be based on the values of 
what might be and must behave, to the top 
of its bent (one might say, to the top of its 
compromise), according to those values. 
The process of comparison of what is with 
what might be will act as a guide. 


Use of Money 


How, for instance, does what is behave 
with regard to money? In existing society 
the séparate individual amasses as much 
money as he can for himself, if need be at 
the expense of the other individuals. In 
the community, therefore, money must no 
longer be held separately; each individual 
must contribute all that he receives to a 
common fund and take from that fund only 
what he personally needs. 

It is the old story, than which there is no 
better; “From each according to his ability, 
to each according to his needs.” Give all 
you have to give, cast your bread upon the 
waters, and accept what is necessary for the 
maintenance of life. If there are some 
who can give nothing, well and good: they 
will be spared the anxiety and suffering of 
poverty, and those who help them will have 
the happiness of knowing that they are of 
use to at least one other person in the 
world. 

I do not believe that a community which 
does not pool its financial resources can 
properly be called a community. Money 1s 
not an evil thing in itself, but it is made 
evil by the way in which we are used to 
employing it. A community must so use it 
that it becomes a good and serviceable 
thing. 

* 

MUCH the same can be said of personal 

possessions. A chair has no value in 
itself (except, perhaps, if it is a beautiful 
chair, and then only in so far as as many 
people as possible enjoy its beauty); but it 
is serviceable and should be so used a3 to 
give the maximum of service. 

Therefore, have in your own room only 
as many chairs as you need to sit on; give 
the rest to someone who has no chairs ar 
less comfortable ones. When you come 
into a community, share all that you can 
share. 

There will be certain things, pernaps, 
which you do not feel able to share. It is 
a mistake to try to share these; here you 
must compromise; later, when you have 
progressed a little in personal socialism, 
you may be able to let them go; but to bite 
off more than you can chew is to court dis- 
aster: either you will make yourself un- 
happy, which will make your fellows un- 
happy, or you will make a conscious martyr 
of yourself, than which there is nothing 
more annoying, false or ridiculous. 


Solitude and Society 


It is to my mind essential that each mem- 
ber of a community should have his own 
room, a placé in_which to be quiet and 
alone, however small it may be. Present 
day life destroys solitude and all that can 
be done with solitude, and it is part of 
community's work to restore it, 


But meals are more enjoyable whe: they 
are eaten in common; there is considerable 
virtue in dipping in the same dish with 
others, and, in a community which is not 
very well-off, eating only as much as you 
need, even a little less, so that there shall 
be more for others or for guests, is good 
pa scipline; so is the simplification of 
food. 


* 


PART of the community’s visitation of 
the world outside it must consist in 
generosity. 

If a number of members are earning 
reasonably good money, and if housekeep- 
ing is properly managed and pocket-money 
reduced to necessity-level (each member, 
whether he is earning or not, should of 
course have the same amount of pocket- 
money), the pool should yield each week 
a pound or two for somebody or something 
that needs it. 

When there is money in the pool, spend 
it, preferably on others outside the com- 
munity: community knows nothing about 
savings, capital, sinking funds, putting by 
for a rainy day, loans, borrowings, inter- 
est, investments. Financially, it lives in 
the present, casts its bread upon the waters 
and knows that sufficient unto the day is 
the poverty thereof. 


Self-Rule 


Nor does it know anything of rules and 
regulations; these belong to the existing 


‘order, which stifles mankind with them. 


Communal living is a form of anarchy 
(though that is a word popularly misused): 
more exactly speaking, it is a form of 
autarchy—self-rule. 

Responsibility is essential to it. The 
existing order of society moves away from 
responsibility; it is designed so that we may 
avoid it, we live in it unto ourselves, 
responsible for ourselves alone, and then 
as little as possible: things are done for us, 
by the State, by servants, by laws, the civil 
services: the citizen has merely to pay his 
taxes and obey the rules. 

But, if we are to leave this order of 
society, with its inevitable outcome in war, 
poverty, oppression and exploitation, be- 
hind us, we must accept responsibility, not 
only for ourselves but for our fellows. we 
are members one of another; this fact 
should be made a living reality and cur 
behaviour modified accordingly. 

Francis Thompson said: “You cannot 
pluck a flower without troubling a star”; 


certainly you cannot make a single action } 


without influencing other people. It is 
necessary, therefore, to think before you 
act, of the way in which your action will 
affect others. 


Effect of Freedom 


In a community one is no longer respon- 
sible for oneself, or perhaps one’s cwn 
family, but for all its members; and the 
community as a whole is not responsible 
merely for itself, but for all men. it is 
clear that self-examination and self-control 
are essential. But it must be self-control. 

You cannot produce true responsibility 
by imposing rules from without; responsib- 
ility grows out of freedom, freedom to 
behave badly if one can, and if one can tace 
the unhappiness one will bring to others by 
so doing. Rules in a community savour of 
coercion, one of the things in the world 
as it is which must not exist in the world 
as it might be. 

I do not say that this reliance on the in- 
dividual’s sense of responsibility for the 
happiness of his fellows will not in itself 
bring unhappiness; it does; communal life 
is often heart-breaking. There will be 
those who appear to be careless of others 
feelings and comfort; one will want to 
reprimand them, to coerce them, to expel 
them or otherwise punish them. 

But these things, again, have nothing to 
do with community, while patience, for- 
giveness and tolerance have. The best 
thing to do when you find X’s behaviour 
really unbearable is to use it as a check on 
your own: there are always beams in one’s 
own eye. 


* 


THE state of anarchy is a state in which 
there are no laws because none is 
needed; this implies that individuals are so 
aware of their responsibility for others and 
their inextricable inter-relation with others 
that they cannot act to others’ discomfort: 


that is the point toward which community 
moves: it sets out to create self-controlled 
men and women whose attention is directed 
toward the service of their fellows. 


Only those who understand this, how- 
ever dimly, should enter communal life; 
for this understanding of service and self- 
sacrifice is the basis of religion, and relig- 
ion, whatever terminology you use, and 
however much you may dislike the word, 
is the basis of communal living. 


But it is always possible to do the right 
deed for the wrong reason; it is always 
possible to enter a community because you 
think that it will provide you with a more 
comfortable, irresponsible and carefree 
way of living than separateness offers. 


But, again, communal life knows nothing 
of expediency. It does things because it is 
good and serviceable to do them, not 
because it is convenient. 


Give, Not Receive 


Community, to those who have had a 
hard time living separately, looks very con- 
venient: if you are out of work, the com- 
munity will provide for you; if you are 1ed 
up with your job, the community will keep 
you while you look for another or take 
what seems a well-earned rest; if you want 
to get away from an uncongenial home life, 
community offers the opportunity; if 
you are tired of living alone in lodgings, 
community will give you companionship 
and regular meals and (perhaps) someone 
to pe after your clothes and make your 
bed. 

All these things are true: a community 
will do all this for you. But all these 
things are examples of doing the right deed 
for the wrong reason, of making the com- 
munity serve you instead of determining 
to serve it, of irresponsibility for yourself 
instead of responsibility for others, of sac- 
rificing others instead of sacrificing your- 
self. 

The only valid reason for joining a com- 
munity is the desire not to receive, but to 
give. What you are prepared to give up 
is important, not what you are prepared to 
accept. 


T° leave your present way of living and 

adopt one essentially different is not 
easy; there is great risk in it. For a com- 
munity may well fail, and then-where 
will you be? Again, this xs not the point; 
you will be somewhere, and that is all that 
matters; what is more, you will be the 
richer, whatever you have given up, for an 
invaluable experience. 


There is nothing in the world more 
exciting than human relationship. In a 
community you have it as an unavoidable 
and unrelenting actuality: the fascination 
of learning what others are really like, and 
so what oneself is really like; the interplay 
of personalities, personal idiosyncrasies, 
hates and loves; and, through all this, the °* 
discovery of one’s own potentialities. 


Heart-breaking, yes; and infinitely alive, 
real and full of beauty. Success or failure 
is not the point; the attempt is all that 
matters. 


* 


IT is no use “being interested in com- 
munity.” It is no use visiting other 
communities and seeing how they ~vork 
and thinking that it might perhaps be a 
good thing, later on, to start one or go into 
one. This is fiddling while Rome burns. 


“Men learn little from others’ experi- 
ence”; they learn only from their own. 
Not to do what you believe it is right to 
do is to be a house divided. Never mind 
whether you will succeed or fail; start your 
own experiment, hold to it, do it honestly, 
let it hurt you if it will. 


That is the only way to find out how 
communal living works, and the only way 
to find out whether you ought or ought not 
to embark upon it yourself. Theory is one 
thing, practice another. Unfortunately 
(perhaps because it is comforting), we 
always put them in that order. 


But, in point of fact, practice is the first 
of them; only as a result of it can you for- 
mulate a theory. And a theory, as these 
very random remarks will have shown, is 
all you can pass on to anyone else. 


NOTE.—This is the second of two parts 
of a paper read to the second conference of 
the Community Service Committee 
recently held in Kingsley Hall, Bow. The 
first appeared last week. 
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Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices : 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 
Subscription Rates : Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 
another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


The Christmas Spirit: 
Every Day of 
the Year 


By STUART MORRIS 


HAT is the real significance — of 
VW Christmas ? Would it be unfair to say 

that it has become an anniversary in 
which the coming of Father Christmas has 
become of greater importance than the 
coming of the Prince of Peace ? 

The majority. of Christmas cards today 
have little or no reference to the inner 
secret of Christmas, and the essential figure 
has become that of the legendary saint rather 
that of the historic Christ. And ifit be argued 
that the one is really expressive of the spirit 
of the other, I would answer that the differ- 
ence is vital. 

a * * 


“CHRISTMAS comes but once a year ss 
and Father Christmas may ciaim his 
one day. Christ claims every day. 

In making Christmas pretty we have 
made it petty, for in allowing it to become 
an anniversary of a past event we have 
ceased to see in it a yearly challenge of an 
eternal event. So we try to substitute hearti- 
ness for good will and to pay tribute to 
peace in terms of a well-laden Christmas 
tree, and appeal to a passing sentiment rather 
than to love. 

But Christmas is not an isolated event. It 
is but one stage in the Incarnation, linked up 
in process of time with the Cross, the Resurrec- 
tion, the Ascension, and only real as part of an 
eternal story. 

ed * * 

“EXCEPT ye be converted and become as 

little children ye shall not enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” If Christmas has any 
validity, it is only because Christ has; and 
if Christ has any validity, it is only the kind 
of thing which he says and does, and the method 
which he uses, which matter. 

If we would live every day on the level 
which we all recognize to be appropriate on 
Christmas Day, it would involve a willing of 
the good of others day by day and a readiness 
to pay the real price of peace as we renounced 
the method of violence. 

* * *k 


SO to try to keep Christmas Day merely as an 
anniversary is to be unable to keep it at 
all. It has no value as a “day” until we cease 
to regard it as a day. 
Only when we are ready to express the 
Christmas spirit every day and in all our rela- 
tionships can we keep Christmas at all. 


Where a “ National Effort” is Needed 


“IF people abroad would see us English as we really are. 

and not as they think we are, I am sure it would 
be to the good, both of themselves and of us,” says 
Lord Derby. 

The very truth of this remark makes it equally im- 
perative that we English try to see the foreigner as he 
really is. Wouldn't it be to the good of both if we were 
to make as strong an effort in this country to understand 
the peoples of other countries as we make to defend 
ourselves against the wickedness we at present think 
exists in them ? 

The slogan “Build friendships, not battleships,” might 
find practical expression in the expenditure of money 
on bringing the peoples face to face, to see each other 
as they really are, instead of to destroy one another. 
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FASCISM OR PACIFISM ? 
The Choice Before Us 


By the Rev. Donald Soper 


HAVE found it by no means an unmixed 

joy, after being ill for these last months, to 

come back to work. Of course I am pro- 
foundly grateful to be about again, to see people, 
to feel once more that I can be “in things” 
and not merely a helpless spectator. But in one 
sense I seem to have exchanged one nightmare 
for another. 

I am appalled at the international situation, as it 
appears at least from the available ,evidence in the 
newspapers. At the same time I am conscious of deeper 
convictions in myself as I think about the world and its 
affairs. I claim no special validity for the thoughts which 
have crowded into my mind now that I have returned 
to a more or Jess active life. But the very detachment 
out of which they have sprung seems to set them in more 
uncompromising terms than ever before. 


WE have always said that pacifism is not one 

way among many others which may bring 
peace and justice to the nations, but that it is 
the only way which leads to these desired ends, 
because it is the only way which conforms to 
reality. This truth is so overwhelmingly clear 
to me now. 

There are only two conceivable policies over against 
ours, the communist and the fascist. (What is called 
the “democratic method of preparedness,” &c., is no 
coherent policy at all, for the moment it is called into 
action it ceases to be democratic.) What have we 
learned of these two policies? That they are both violent, 
that they are both incalculably brutal, but a much more 


important fact, that in practice they are both 
fundamentally fascist. Violence today is essentially 
totalitarian. 


On analysis the three competing programmes resolve 
themselves into an alternative. Not communism or 
fascism or pacifism: not democracy or dictatorship or 
pacifism, but fascism or pacifism. If we will not have 
the way of non-violence we are doomed to the way of 
dictatorship. 

If we believe then that liberty, gentleness, humility 
and love belong to the real world—if we are certain 
that regimentation, national selfishness, the insignific- 
ance of the individual, have no place in the real world, 
then we must give ourselves heart and soul to pacifism, 
whatever the cost and however dark its prospects may 
appear to be. 


HAVE asked myself again and again in the 
last few months “ What can I do?” I was 
unable to do anything at the time of the crisis 
except to “ run a temperature.” Can I do much 
more now ? Ifso, what ? 

Here also my mind is clear. I must remember that 
there are only 24 hours in the day and I must select 
out of a number of different courses of action the one 
which is most important, and avoid the peril of dissipat- 
ing my energies in seductive pacifist bypaths. If we will 
ask ourselves what then is our most important job, the 
answer to my mind is obvious—to become evangelists 
for our faith. 

Even if I were persuaded of the rightness of ARP. 
which I most certainly am not, a pacifist would, I believe, 
still have no time for it because of the more pressing 
claims to win others to his faith by every means in his 
power, and with all the time at his disposal. 

The Methodist Church, some little time ago, coined 
the phrase “ Evangelize or perish” and used it to good 
effect. It is equally applicable to the Peace Pledge Union. 
I remember Dick Sheppard saying to me “ We cannot 
do anything very much until we have half a million 
members.” In fact I remember that “500,000 Pacifists ” 
was the slogan of one of his early campaigns. 

I would like to say to every young pacifist who thinks 
of Hitler and feels helpless—“ Determine to win a recruit, 
not to ‘get’ one, for the cause. This may not seem to 
be a very spectacular service, but it certainly is the most 
effective one.” 


ND what of the days ahead? The progres- 
sive deterioration in international condi- 
tions, the increased drive for armaments, the 
heightened sense of insecurity which seems to 
prevail everywhere—these ghastly facts have 
undermined the pacifist faith of some of our 
own number, and persuaded many more who 
were half persuaded, that ours is a lost cause— 
the world is too wicked or stupid a place for 
non-violent love to change it. 

The temptation must have come to all of us to turn 
away from these painful facts, to persuade ourselves that 
perhaps they are not quite as true as we feared, or to 
minimize them in the light of other facts which give us 
more hope. Such an attitude, I am sure, is to be resisted. 
In a grim but very real way we ought to be grateful 
for the contemporary scene, for a pacifist’s faith which 
is not realized and accepted as an imperative answer 
to chaos and destruction is not likely to stand the test 
of persecution and crisis, and we have all been in danger 
of taking our pacifism too lightly. 

I remember a wise friend of mine listening patiently 
to me, when as a boy of 14 I told him that I intended 


to become a parson, and then saying, “ Well, my advice 
to you is, don’t go in for the ministry if you can possibly 
keep out of it.” I have proved the wisdom of that some- 
what curiously phrased remark, and I would proffer 
similar advice. The cause to which we are committed 
can only make effective use of those who have come in 
because they can’t possibly keep out. 

I believe that resolutely facing the terrible facts, 
and still more terrible prospects that confront us all 
today, need not lead to a morbid pessimism. It can 
provide precisely that icecling of urgency and challenge 
out of which a man or a woman will feel compelled to 
accept pacifism, though his mind may still lag behind, 
and he may still have but the vaguest ideas as to how 
it will all work out. 


OR me the outstanding experience of these 
last months has been a deepened conviction 


| of the necessity to relate Munich, all that led 


up to that agreement and all that has followed 


upon its heels, to the Christian teaching. 
As I see it, modern history is nothing but * sound 


| and fury signifying nothing” unless it is the judgment 


of God upon man’s actions. Here is the inner meaning 
of rearmament, colonial claims, Jewish persecution ; man- 
kind has chosen the wrong path—and the oustanding 
characteristic of that wrong path is violence. 

Once a traveller is convinced that the road he is 
treading is a blind alley which cannot possibly bring 
him to his journey’s end, he will have but one objective 
—to get off that false road, at all costs and at once. The 
issue between non-pacifism and pacifism is to me as clear 
cut as that; the world is on the wrong road—it’s sheer 
waste of time to argue that by continuing along this 
wrong road for a bit, we may find the going easier and 
a short cut back on to the right one. The thing to do is 
to call a halt by refusing to go further yourself, and to 
encourage others to do the same. Then there is the 
chance of finding the right road. 

Christmas is only a few days away. All that I want 
to say about that right road is said infinitely better than 
I can say it in the shortest Christmas carol—I would ada, 
however, that the confidence I have that peace can and 
will come is entirely dependent upon the fact of 
Christmas. Since Christ is born in Bethlehem it is pos- 
sible to say to mankind everywhere—“ God rest you 
merry, Gentlemen. Let nothing you dismay!” 


ETHEL MANNIN’S MESSAGB 


(Continued from page 1) 


and all the horror of a Guernica, a Bilbao, a Santander, 
be enacted. Besides which, the bombing plane, the 
machine-gun, heavy artillery, these are not the last 
words in an argument between might and right; there 
are other methods of attack than by taking life, other 
methods of resistance than by arms. 

It is possible that Republican Spain will not succeed 
in defeating the fascists with arms, which will mean 
that thousands of lives will have been sacrificed in vain: 
and her people under the fascist regime would scarcely. 
have suffered more than they have in resisting it. 

Supposing there had been no armed resistance to the 
Franco military coup. What would have happened? 
For a little while the “nationalists” would have had the 
illusion of an easy bloodless victory. But after a time, 
when the spirit of the people began to reassert itself 
the machine would not have run so easily. here 
would have been grit in the mechanism. There is the 
weapon of sabotage. And the land would not have pro- 
duced to its full capacity; there is the weapon of non- 
cooperation. 

And there is the weapon of non-resistance. 

You cannot machinegun an entire nation when it does 
not resist. What is there to attack when there is no 
attempt at defence? 

You can crush an army, but you cannot crush the 
silent unarmed spirit of a people, that spirit that goes 
marching on uncowed by the threat of violence, that has 
nothing to fear from violence. because it is immortal. 


The Only Hope 


OV HEN people talk of collective security they 
mean collective as opposed to isolated in 
security. They mean collective threats, collec« 
tive bluffing, and collective mass murder when 
the threats prove futile and the bluff is called, 
There can be no security for the world except in the 
total rejection of war, all war, for any reason whatso-' 
ever, however “just”; there must be total disarmament, 
and a taking of the long view that today’s defeat is to« 
morrow’s victory. 

Nothing in life is so important as this: the spreading 
of the gospel of peace in terms of complete renounce- 
ment of war under any circumstances whatsoever. It 
is the only hope for humanity, its only hope of survival.* 
The international peace movement is the world’s one 
chance of salvation, its only hope of peace on earth. 

Killing can never be other than murder—the supreme 
crime against life, against creation, against God. 

This is my Christmas message to my fellow creatures. 

This is my profound conviction. 
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CHRISTMAS IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 


Plight of 


Homeless 


‘Thousands 


A CRY FROM THE HEART 
OF STRICKEN PRAGUE 


From ENRICO MOLNAR-SELLI 


Prague. December 16. 


There is no 


time for sentimentality now, especially not in Czecho-Slovakia nor for 


I HAVE no will to write common Christmas sentences. 


Czecho-Slovakia. 


Just today, in preparing this message I 
received a postcard from Sweden with 
“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” 
wishes. Please don’t send such messages 
to us now; it hurts, and every Happy New 
Year wish sounds to us like a cruel irony, 


Do not be sentimental; or, if you wish, 
be sentimental, not only in spirit but also 
in action. If you send Christmas and New 
Year wishes, you have to spend money for 
postcards and stamps. But if your heart 
is in the right place you will not do that; 
instead you will send this money to one 
of the several refugee funds. 


IN THE CAMPS 


Remember that in Czechoslovakia there 
are hundreds and thousands of people 
turned out of their homes, and sometimes 
separated from their families, living in 
refugee camps; that 40-50 refugees are 
squeezed in one small and _ insufficient 
room, two in one bed; healthy or ill, all 
together, and often without any blankets; 
that many refugees are not registered at 
all, as they are hidden in the woods, fear- 
ing to present themselves at the offices— 
they know only too well that many of 
them have been sent (“ We have found a 
better place for you, we will transport you 
there ”) back to the German frontier .. .; 
that many find peace only after suicide, 
that others escape from the refugee camps 
and are never more found again; that .. 

Oh, friends, do you ever know, can you 
jmagine, what it means to live such a life? 
What it means not to live and not to be dead ? 
The crumbs the refugees receive are not 


sufficient even for a slow spiritual and physical 
agony | 


MEN WITHOUT HOPE 


If you were able to visit only once a 
refugee concentration camp and to see the 
apathetic groups lying in miserable beds— 
apathetic because they know they will 
find no work here and do not know where 
to go, where they will be allowed to live— 
I assure you, this eternal incertitude, this 
continuous spiritual depression, that is the 
worst of all. 

They would support in a quite different way 
—if not with joy—hunger, insufficient lodging, 
often transport from one squeezed camp to 
another much worse, humiliating tfeatment. ... 
if only they could know: “In ten days I shall 
be allowed to work somewhere abroad, or, in 
ten weeks I shall be able to go to, eg. to 
Canada.” 


If you would see all this only once I am sure, 
quite sure, that never more you would send a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year post- 
car to your Czecho-Slovak friend ! 


I am sorry, it seems to be something quite 
different from a Christmas message, but I can- 
not write otherwise. It would be out of harmony 
with the real state of things and not sincere 
if I should content myself with a mere Christ- 
mas-like article. 


HOMELESS THOUSANDS 


“* When some men live without working, 
other men are working without living.” 


NEXT WEEK 
* 


More about the Colonial 
Problem 


Brigadier Gencral 


Sir Henry Page-Croft 
C.M.G., M.P. 


on 
COLONIES AND 
PEACE 


When I have been asked to write a Czecho- 
Slovak Christmas message, it would be unfair 
and vile to produce sweet words in presence of 
thousands without home ... and to hide their 
hopelessness and misery. Therefore I appeal to 
every Christian-minded man and woman reading 
these lines, I say to all and sundry: 

Don’t close your hearts in the Christmas- 
time! While celebrating under the Christmas 
tree, don’t close the door and say: It is cold 
outside. Outside, on the frozen ways there 
walk thousands of those who have no place 
where to put their heads ... of those on whose 
forehead the modern world has branded—in 
different languages—-the words : NOT ROMAN 
CITIZENS! 


There are still vibrating in my hearing the 
words said to me by a poor old lady not long 
ago: “I will buy no Christmas tree this year, 
I would rather give the money to the refugees.” 


HOW TO HELP 
Oh, you do not know how much joy you 
will do by sending something to the out- 
lawed. All will be accepted, blankets 
parts of dresses, shoes, preserves, money 
... the smallest thing will be accepted 
with the greatest thankfulness, 


You may send your gift of Christian brother- 
hood to the Women's League for Peace and 
Freedom, Prague II, Smecky 26, Czecho- 
Slovakia. Money gifts kindly forward to the 
President of the Women’s League for Peace and 
Freedom, Mrs, Hanouskova, Prague—Orechovka 
346, Czecho-Slovakia. 


But you, friends and Christians, who can do 
more, please do more; and the lights of your 
Christmas tree will warm the heart of an un- 
happy soul in far-off Czecho-Slovakia. It isn’t 
necessary at all to give up your Christmas tree, 
as the lady did! 


Perhaps you know that there are many in 
Czecho-Slovakia who need urgently to leave this 
country. And perhaps some of you are in the 
position to enable them to do so, by inviting, 
guaranteeing hospitality, procuring permits of 
entrance (in America, affidavits). 

(Continued on page 12) 


A Call to Youth 


ef NOTHING can make the world anew but 
a gathering together of young people, 
lifted above and knowing no frontiers of 
class, race, religion or party.” That is the 
theme of a call to youth issued by Raoul 
Albert Bodinier, President of the Ligue 
Scolaire Internationale pour Ja Paix (In- 
ternational Students’ League for Peace). 


Snow Holds Up 
Airwoman 
Bound for Prague 


FLYING conditions made it impossi- 

ble for Miss Rosemary Rees, 
the airwoman, to leave Heston aero- 
drome on Monday on her flight to 
Prague, when she was to have taken 
with her the first donation to the 
Christmas fund inaugurated by a 
group of prominent pacifists. 


The weather was not allowed to pre- 
vent help from reaching those des- 
perately in need, however, and on 
Tuesday, conditions having become no 
better, plans were made for Miss Rees 
to travel by land. 


There has been a very satisfactory 
response to the appeal published last 
week over the names of Vera Brittain, 
George Lansbury, J. Middleton Murry, 
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Max Plow- 
man, and Maurice Rowntree, in which 
they wrote: 

“We are therefore appealing for dona- 
tions of such article as fruit, sweets and 
chocolate, jams, preserves and canned 
goods of all sorts. Cigarettes, tobacco and 
pipes, wool and woollen goods, games and 
toys for the children, small musical instru- 


ments, razor blades, and elementary Eng- 
lish text books. 


“It is important that such gifts should 
be suitable for transport, and that they 
should contain a maximum of usefulness 
for their size and weight. They will be 
distributed in Czecho-S’ovakia by our own 
representative, who will see that they are 
given in the direction where they are most 
necded.” 

Gifts should be sent to the. fund at 
the Dick Sheppard Club, King’s Weigh 


House, Thomas Street, London, W.1. 

Mrs. E. M. D. Benjamin and Mr. 
David Spreckley are already in 
Czecho-Slovakia, organizing distribu- 
tion of the gifts. 


Another £50 Needed 


A message was received from Mr. 
Spreckley, on Wednesday. It read: 

“WE VISIT THREE CAMPS EACH 
TOMORROW. THE COLD IS IN- 
DESCRIBABLE. WE ARE WORK- 
ING HECTICALLY IN THE MIDST 
OF CHAOS. WE MUST HAVE 
ANOTHER £50 TO DO THE JOB 
PROPERLY.” 


SAY “NO!” TO CRIME OF WAR 


worth,” it adds. 


“In fact our paper [La Voie Nouvelle] is the 
work of young people of twelve countries with 
the help of five languages. Our International 
Correspondence Bureau has organized secre- 
tariats in these twelve countries, and we may 
count active and honorary members, as well as 
correspondents, in 25 countries. 


“And now, young people, it is for you to 


Recalling the September crisis, the mes-| speak! Give a decided ‘No to the crime which 
Sage say3 “It was a matter of turning us| is still being prepared.” 


into murderers, when we were in no way 
responsible for the integrity of abominable 
treaties signed by our diplomats in 1919.” 


“We might have vowed eternal hatred Another Pacifist Victory 


to those who in every country have given 
proof of such cynicism by mobilization. 


Some weeks ago a debate was held in 


But with us joy has taken the place of | the Whitehall Secondary School, Glasgow, 


revolt. 


“STATESMEN FRIGHTENED.” 


“ Statesmen have taken fright at the ter- 
rible thing they were about to let loose on 
the world. They have saved peace after 
having compromised it. 
grateful to them for that. 


where the house voted that it was not the 
duty of every British citizen to support 
Britain in any future war. This has been 
followed up by yet another pacifist victory. 


In a more recent debate, which was open 


However we are to pupils of the School only, the verdict was 


on the pacifist side, being opposed by a 


“But what are they going to do now? It is |Small majority to peacetime conscription. 


not a question of continuing to slaughter three 
parts of peace in order to save it every second 
year, or every tenth! They should not go on 
playing with our iives or with our mothers’ 
hearts! 

“ Alas! Rulers have very bad advisers in their 
Mmilitarists, whether White, Tricolour or Red, 
and in the old party chiefs whose hearts are 
hardened by politics.” 

After explaining that the LSIP had not the 
means of making its voice heard during the 
crisis, the message declares that this has now 
been remedied, and that activity has been 
renewed on “a colid basis” in collaboration 
with the War Resisters’ International. 


“SAY ‘NOP” 


“The truly international organization of 
our movement is sufficient guarantee of its 


World Government 
Without Arms 


Plea To Pan-American 
Congress 


IMMEDIATE calling of a World Constitu- 

tional Convention to establish an all- 
inclusive, democratic, non-military Federa- 
tion of Nations, under a constitution similar 
to that of the United States, was urged in 
a letter sent to the American Secretary of 
State, Mr. Cordell Hull, by the Campaign 
for World Government. 

The letter appealed to Mr. Hull and to 
the American delegation to the Pan- 
American Congress at Lima to work for this 
goal at the congress. 

After commending the “Good neighbour” 
policy and reciprocal trade agreements of 
the USA, the letter declared that 

as long as a vast block of nations, such as 

those occupying the Western Hemisphere, no 

-matter how peaceful among themselves, enters 
into any agreements of a military or naval 
nature, we are not helping to promote peace, 
but on the contrary are fomenting war. We 
believe that the world has become too con- 
stricted to admit any longer of a conference 


between only a limited number of nations 
which exclude others. 


The Campaign for World Government 
has an observer at the Pan-American Con- 
gresses, in the person of Mrs. Frances B. 
Stewart, who has been travelling through 
South America on behalf of the campaign. 


NAZI LEADERS 
FEAR TO 
APPEAR WEAK 


A NORWEGIAN view of the qualities of 

the German people was_ given in a 
letter from C. W. Rubenson, of Oslo, in 
The Times last week. 

After urging that the German people 
should not be confused with the German 
leaders, the writer declared the “ ordinary 
German” to be “an uncommonly sympa- 
thetic person, kind, helpful and genial,” 
who had, “as a rule, all the homely 
virtues.” 

Mr. Rubenson claimed, however, that 
there were two national weaknesses—un- 
certainty and deficiency of judgment. In 
an unaccustomed situation the German 
“feels himself uncertain, and generally 
tries to hide this under a rough and cock- 
sure demeanour, which is offensive.” Un- 
certainty and want of independence made 
it easy for him to be led. 

Turning to the leaders, Mr. Rubenson 
detected “fear of showing something that 
might be taken for weakness, fear of not 
asserting themselves and their country 
sufficiently in every situation.” He thought 
persecution of Catholics and Jews might be 
“rooted in conscious or unconscious fear.” 


HEAL GERMAN WOUNDS 


Though possessed of logic, good nature 
and kindness, the writer thought the Ger- 
mans lacked humour—“the safety-valve 
which prevents us from over-estimating 
ourselves.” 

He thought that those responsible must try to 
heal what had been done to a great and valuable 
people. It was no humiliation to grant 
Germany what she had a reasonable claim to, 
though “Germans may have reason to doubt 
the sincerity of any friendliness shown them 
when they are strong enough not to need it.” 
Nevertheless, “so long as Germans still attach 
importance to what others think and say, it is 
a duty for every liberal-minded man to show 
that he does not harbour hate or ill will 
toward Germany.” 

Mr. Rubenson claimed that “those who 
criticize Mr. Chamberlain and his policy repre- 
sent a mentality kindred to the German.” 

While admitting the achievements of the 
Nazis, the writer pointed out that “no people 
can in tne long run continue to live on a lie 
or cn violence,’ and saw many signs that 
decent Germans were beginning to react. 


“PEACE ON EARTH” 


Special article by 


LORD PONSONBY 
in REYNOLDS NEWS 


on Sunday, December 25th 
There could be no more appropriate Christmas Day m2ssage thaa this 


Order Reynolds from your newsagent 
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One Trade 
We Still 
Bominate 


ESPITE the rearmament  pro- 

gramme, in 1937 Britain managed 
to export no less than £26,000,000 
worth of armaments. 

Britain headed the list of exporting 
countriés, Germany was next, fol- 
lowed by Czecho-Slovakia, France, 
Sweden, and the United States. 

Britain’s best customers in 1937 
were the Dominions and Colonies, 
who took 63 percent of our exports. 

These figures are contained in the 
Year Book of Trade in Arms, issued 
by the League of Nations (Allien & 
Unwin, 12s. 6d.). The book covers the 
five years to 1937, and is concerned 
with the imports and exports of sixty 
countries and 64 colonies. 


ACTIVE WITNESS 
FOR PEACE 


Life in the Cotswold 
Bruderhof 


GIGNIFICANT of the witness for peace 

and brotherhood made by the Cots- 
wold Bruderhof is the fact that nearly 5,000 
visitors were received there during the past 
year. This was mentioned in the course 
of a talk by Eberhard Arnold at a meeting 
in the Bayswater Peace Centre. 

An interesting point was made in the distinc- 
tion drawn by this speaker between “ mechanical 
equality’ and the equality of “the life based 
on love.” As an example, mechanical equality 
might prescribe a system of indentical rationing 
for every member. But it was recognized at the 
Bruderhof that age, health, and conditions of 
daily work called for differing individual dict. 

~*~ UNANIMITY ”"—NOT “MAJORITY ” 

Decisions were taken by a body of mem- 
bers elected by the entire community and 
were always unanimous and not merely 
“majority rulings.” Responsibility for this 
carrying on of the various industries— 
agriculture, dairying, poultry, beekeeping, 
printing, woodworking, and so on—was 
delegated to specially nominated members 
wno rendered account to the community. 

The Bruderhof community contained repre- 
sentatives of a surprising number of countries 
and was now also assisting to house a party of 
Austrian refugees, Plans for future develop- 
ment included a guest house which would enable 
more visitors to be accommodated, 

(‘Community of the Churches” will be the 
sugject of the next meeting at the centre on 
January 23.) 


PARLIAMENTARY 
PACIFISTS’ PLANS 


by JAMES H. HUDSON 
HIE conference of the Parliamentary 
Pacitist Group, held at the House of 
Commons. on ‘Tuesday, was largely 
attended by representative pacifists. 

Mr. George Lansbury presided and a pro- 
posal was submitted on behalf of the Orga- 
nizing Committee that the work of propa- 
ganda and the calling of conventions should 
be continued, and that a National and Local 
Council should be set up to conduct this 
work. 

It was agreed that the work of the PPG 
should be continued, but in preference to 
the setting up of councils it was unani- 
mously recommended that the work should 
continue as heretofore to be organized by 
an | hoc committee 

ACTION AT ELECTIONS 

There was a lively discussion on the need 
for stronger political action, especially in 
the matter of intervention in by-elections 
and preparation for a general election. 

Mr. C. E. M. Joad, Mr. Ben Greene, and 
Rev. A. G. Prichard, LCC, favoured vigor- 
ous intervention. Mr. Lansbury was 
strongly opposed to the formation of either 
a new party or a new movement, or to 
any action which might necessitate such a 
result 

It was ultimately agreed to accept a 
motion by Mr. J. H. Whitehouse, former 
Liberal MP, that the ad hoc committee 
should in future consider parliamentary 
and electoral issues as not excluded from 
their purposes. 

The present ad hoc committee was en- 
trusted with the task of creating the new 
committee which should be generally 


representative of all pacifist bodies. 

Mr. Wilson gave a report of the work done 
and of the satisfactory financial condition. There 
was in hand a small balance to assist with the 
organization of Conventions at Liverpool. 
Cardiff and Newcastle. The report was accepted 
and the committee was thanked for its successful 
year of work. 


PEACE 


National 


NEWS 


Service 


More Answers From 
1916 C.QO.’s 


ELOW we give a third selection of representative answers to the following ques- 


tions, asked by the Tribunals in 1916: 


1, (a) Assuming that your conscientious objections were established, would you be willing to 
undertake some form of national service (other than your present work) at this 


time of national need ? 


(b) What particular kinds of national service would you be willing to undertake ? (state 


all the different kinds.) 


(c) Have you, since the war broke out, been engaged in any form of philanthropic or 
other work for the good of the community? If so, give particulars. 

(d) What sacrifice are you prepared to make to show your willingness, without violating 
your conscience, to help your couniry at the present time ? 


2. (a) If you are not willing to undertake any 


kind of work of national importance as a con- 


dition of being exempted from military service, state precisely your reasons; and 


also 


(b) How you reconcile your enjoying the privileges of British citizenship with this 


refusal, 


R. O. Mennell 
e 
replied: 

1. (a) and (b) I regard the continuance 
of the present war as immoral, anti- 
Christian and contrary to England’s high- 
est interests; therefore, it would be im- 
possible for me, without disloyalty to my 
country, and without violating my religious 
and moral convictions, to take any part in 
it whatever, or to alter the direction of my 


life with the object of assisting my country 
to continue it. 


(c) Iam at present engaged in voluntary 
work as 1 member of thirteen active com- 
mittees—of which in four cases I am hon- 
arary secretary and in three honorary 
treasurer. This work, which has for more 
than a year occupied fully half my busi- 
ness and leisure hours, is in my judgment 
work of the highest national importance. I 
could not consent to give it up in order to 
do work offered me for the purpose of 
assisting the country to continue the war. 


(d) I am prepared to accept without com- 
plaint all the consequences of my present 
action and attitude. 


2 (a) See answer to 1 (a) (b) and (c). 


(b) I am convinced that the highest 
service I can render to my country at the 
present time is to make a strong clear 
stand for the way of peace and good will, as 
against the way of war and supremacy-- 
as the only way by which England can 

achieve her own destiny and fulfill her 
mission in the cause of liberty among the 
nations of the world. 
| 


R. O. Mennell was then chairman of fhe 
Friends’ Service Committce. 


Hubert Peet 
replied: 
1. (a) No. 


(b) This question does not therefore 
arise, 


(c) I have given all my spare time since 
the outbreak of war (except for three} 
,months’ business visit to America which 
| was in contemplation before August, 1914) 
to work which I have believed to be of 
value in avoiding risks of war in the future, 
in preventing the spirit of vengeance and 
hatred which fosters war, and in combating 
in our own country the very spirit of 
militarism which the war is intended to| 
destroy. 


My activities, have, therefore, included 
voluntary work for the body which became 
the Union of Democratic Control; for the 
Friends’ Emergency Committee for the 
Relief of Aliens in Distress (to undertake 
which I went on reduced salary during the 
summer) in connexion with the women’s 
repatriation work done in conjunction with 
the Home Office, and latterly in the 
devotion of practically my whole time for 
asmall salary to work against conscription. 


I have also refused to do free-lance 
journalistic work in any way dealing with 
the war other than that which would 
definitely serve to diminish the war spirit. 
As free-lance work comprised a definite 
proportion of my income and practically all 
my journalistic work for the past year has 
been complimentary there has been a con- 
siderable reduction in my earnings. 

All this work I contend to be of value to 
the community. I have also just been 
appointed to the Care Committee at the 
Hazeltine Road LCC School. 


(d) Iam willing to give my life if needs 


be for the sake of the peace cause, but I 
cannot take the life of another man. 


2. (a) The Act provides that a con- 
scientious objector may receive absolute 
exemption, and it is this I claim. 


T cannot accept any other work than that 
upon which I am now engaged, because I 
believe it is of paramount national import- 
ance that men should be shown, especially 
in the midst of a war that they believe to 
be a righteous cause, that right and truth 
cannot be promoted or protected by such 
means, and that by endeavouring to do so 
they are actually becoming infected with 
the very evils they set out to destroy. 

As a Socialist (Socialism being to me the 
working out in terms of industrial organiz- 
ation of the teachings of Jesus) I believe 
that not only in war-time but at all times 
one’s work should be of national import- 
ance, and that the use of the term just now 
is only applied to such occupations which 
will help in the organization for war, either 
directly such as munitions or ambulance 
work, or indirectly by transferring men to 
occupations, harmless in themselves, where- 
by the Conscription Act may be more easily 
fastened on the country for this and suc- 
ceeding generations, while at the same time 
men so engaged are likely to be precluded 
from any definite propaganda for peace. 


(b) By refusing to fight or to allow my- 
self to be organized for the purposes of 
war, I am not osbusing my privileges of 
citizenship. My highest loyalty to God and 
humanity, which forces me to do this, is 
the highest loyalty I can render my nation, 
for the truest claims of God and country 
can never conflict. 


As a Socialist it has been and is my en- 
deavour to show that citizenship demands 
not merely the paying of taxes or the per- 
formance of military service, but that it is 
the duty of every member of the com- 
munity at all times to be engaged in work 
for the good of all and not primarily for 
individual profit. 

Hubert Peet was then Joint-Editor of the 
Ploughshare and Wonorary Secretary of the 
Friends’ Service Committee. 


tha statement of 


Clement Bundock 


Will appear next week 


December 23, 1938 


On “* Verbal Pacifism ”’ 


“Above all, the Congress warns the public 
against all Governmental institutions, and especi- 
ally the League of Nations which functions at 
Geneva .as_ the immediate mouthpiece of the 
imperialist Powers. The words spoken at its 
great pompous ceremonies are words of peace. 
but its acts are acts of war. 


“The Congress calls upon all the sinccre men 
and women assembled here in response to our 
rallying cry against war to expose this hypocrisy 
which, like all merely verbal pacifisms, aims at 
lulling the vigilance of the masses so that war 
may once more take them by surprise. 


“The Congress warns the true enemies of war 
against the political compromises with the pre- 
vailing system practised by certain leaders of 
working-class organizations. Such cooperation 
strengthens the system and betrays the cause uf 
the struggle against war.... 


“We swear to dedicate ourselves with all our 
forces and all our resources to our immediate 
and pressing tasks, taking our stand against 
armaments, against war preparations, and in 
consequence against the governments ruling us; 
against chauvinism, jingo national incitements 
and fascism, the police army of imperialism 
which leads to imperialist war and provokes civil 


—From the Manifesto of the World 
Congress against War, August, 1932, 
Amsterdam. Most interesting in view 
of the present attitude of the leaders 
of that congress—and of Left Book 
Club propaganda and influence. 


On Empty-headedness 


“We have heard rumours that there is going 
to be another war with Germany. I don't be- 
lieve it, as I don’t think people could be such 
fools as to fight even if the Government declared 
war. Thank God there are plenty of people now 
who would not fight and who would lead a very 
strong movement against fighting. 


“Of course there would be a large crowd of 
empty-headed men who would show great en- 
thusiasm and dash off to be killed without ever 
really thinking what it all meant. Luckily there 
are plenty of people now who think out every- 
thing for themselves and do not blindly accept all 
the old beliefs and customs and traditions just 
because they have been handed to them by 
their parents who probably accepted them 
blindly from their parents.” 


—Gino Watkins, in a letter from 
Labrador quoted in Gino Watkins by 
J. M. Scott. who hastens to add a 
note that the reader should know 
that Watkins later joined the Air 
Force Reserve! 


| On Navy Expenditure 


I 

“Mr. Gladstone reverted to the £22,000.000 
naval Estimates, urging that such an expenditure 
was an invitation to the Powers to combine and 
a justification of their recent attitude toward 
England. He denied that it is a called-for 
answer to a challenge: he regards it rather as a 
challenge on our side.” 


—Rendel Personal Papers. 


| On the Cost of War 


| “The expenses of war are a moral check, 
which it has pleased the Almighty to impose 
upon the ambition and lust of conquest that are 
inherent in many nations. There is pomp and 
circumstance, there is glory and excitement 
abcut war which, notwithstanding the miseries 
it entails, invests it with charm in the eyes of 
the community. and tends to blind men to those 
evils to a fearful and dangerous degree.” 


—Mr. Gladstone, Budget Speech, 
1854 
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December 23, 1938 


SPEAKING 


PERSONALLY 


PEACE 


NEWS 


By RONALD | 


DUNCAN 


Why Not Put Theory Into 


other but put none of it into practice 

strike me as being of no importance. 

The exact relationship between theory 

and practice has never been discussed 

adequately. And I am aware that I have 

not the philosophical training behind me 

to attempt to deal fully with that problem. 
But, to go on with, I suggest: 


1, A theory cannot be fully understood, 
or its implications realized, until it has 
been put into practice (see Roger 
Bacon, or recent exposition in Richard 
Gregg). 


2. Thoughts, beliefs, theories about per- 
sonal behaviour or social blueprints 
which can’t be acted on are basically 
invalid. 


3. It is doubtful whether thought ab- 
stracted from action can hold any 
meaning in the average mind. 


4. Sincerity is that amount of effort an 
individual makes in approximating his 
action to what he believes. 


Most Christians postpone “The Good 
Life” believing that they can get their 
wings as easily as moths. Relying on 
evolution, absolution, the confessional, 
desert-island-daydreams and H. G. Wells 
Utopias ... Communists, socialists put 
the day off till Der Tag. Spiritualists 
abandon themselves till they pass over, 
when they imagine the wisdom which they 
didn’t bother to obtain on earth is pre- 
sented to them on an astral platter. Paci- 
fists wait till they inherit the earth before 
they can do anything. 


We all have some pocket Utopia up our 
sleeves but our behaviour is much the 
same. Which makes one suspicious. Every- 
body in England has some sort of theory 
of how people should or could live. And 
they talk about it, or what is worse, write 
about it. 


I still don't see why His Grace of Canter- 
bury should follow in a Rolls when the 
Master leads on a donkey. It makes the 
procession look like a circus. 


Prone: who believe this, that, and the 


ova 


ASs*® the average person (my ex- 

perience is with pacifists) --hy he 

lives this way when he believes he should 

jive that way and his reply goes under one 
of more of the following headings: 

j. I haven’t the money. 

2. If I did this or that, I’d lose my job. 

3. I would if they would. 

4. My relations don’t agree with me and 

would suffer through my action. 

Why should I if they won’t or don’t. 

. It’s no use my trying to do a part as I 

cannot achieve the whole. 

7. I will when (a) I’ve had a holiday; 
(b) got some more money, security; 
(c) when I move to so and s#, or when I 
finish doing this. 

8. What difference will it make? 

9. It would be an escape. 


It seems that the subconscious effort of 
every individual is to retain the status quo. 
Which is the will to sleep. And in the 
ultimate analysis: the death wish, the dead 
wishing to remain dead, the embryo’s fight 
against its own birth. 


It is this subconscious wish to retain the 
status quo, the deep sleep of everydayness, 
which constitutes the axis of humanity. 
This may be a pity. But to ignore it is 
simply foolish, is to indulge in fairy tales, 
a let-us-pretend; in other words, a per- 
nicious forty winks. Fundamentally, 
human consciousness is as it was 4,000 
years ago. 


Revolutions do take place—in the minds 
of one or two. Occasionally, the mass have 
something imposed on them but there is 
no basic change within. Therefore, the 
individual who postpones his personal 
revolution till the mass revolution has 
taken place—he’s safe enough! 


oo 
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STARTING from the pcstulate that 

a non-violent-society is desirable, 

it is foolish to try and envisage the society 

in detail and then pretend that it can be 

created as easily as it is written about. 

Society is, as we are. Blue prints which 
Jeap ahead are mere daydreams. 


Practice? 


Obviously a non-violent society means 
something more than one in which there 
are no armaments, &c. One cannot pos- 
sibly see the full implications of even the 
simple renunciation of the more obvious 
aspects of violence. 


But it is possible to reject or to renounce 
some of these facets. A gradual realiza- 
tion, a gradual approximation; that is to 
say, growth. 

This personal change may or may not 
have the social repercussions required. It 
is a question of maturity and we cannot 


Ronald Duncan is the fourteenth 
writer under the heading " Speaking 
Personally." 

Previous contributers have included 


Vera Brittain, Laurence Housman, Lord 
Ponsonby, and Leonard Barnes. 


Ronald Duncan's final article wilt 


appear next week. 


achieve that merely by the distribution of 
pamphlets, votes, bigger and bigger meet- 
ings, &c. Those things can be a comfort- 
able form of extroversion, a putting-off of 
the personal] effort “till we are all boys 
together.” 


But to return to the reasons numbered 
under the figures 1 to 9: they are un- 
answerable, that is to say there is no solu- 
tion—one can merely comment. It seems 
that the people who produce excuse num- 
ber 1 will never have enough money. They 
remind me of this story: 


Busoni: As you are one of the few 
violinists who can play music that 
matters, when are you going to stop 
playing trash to the gallery? 

Fritz Kreisler: When I have enough 
money. 


Busoni: Enough? Then it’s never. 


‘Numbers 3, 5, 7, and 8 are of the same 
order. 


* 


THE second reason cuts across the 
whole problem of the relation- 
ship between the individual and society. 


Obviously economic freedom and moral 
freedom are restricted in a centralized 
society. But it is possible for the indivi- 
dual to acquire a certain economic self- 
sufficiency which gives him a proportionate 
amount of moral freedom. 

A man who grows his own potatoes is 


obviously more independent than the man 
who produces no food whatever. And ulti- 


How many years ? was it 

Long, long ago in forgotten days, 

A legend, something that never was ? 

Did someone 

Sleep and dream 

That a child was born in a manger-crib, 

And they called Him Jesus, Emmanuel ? 

Or was He truly born 

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

Amid the heavenly harmony 

Of angels, singing “Peace on Earth”? 
* 

Well might men ask, 

For Christmas comes again 

And Christ is crowded out. 

For men have truly heard 

But yet they do not care 

Nor trouble— 

It matters not to them 


mately that independence (if it comes to 
a strike) is moral freedom. 

The reasons given under the heading 
number 4 appear valid; at any rate, they 
are obviously personal matters. The indi- 
vidual can only solve them for himself. 
Personally, I doubt if these problems have 
solutions. Human problems move from 
one pattern to another pattern: the word 
“ solution” is inadequate. 


The people who produce reason number 
6, who refuse to eat the apple because they 
can’t swallow the tree ... basically, their 
position is a philosophical fallacy. For they 
maintain that every question is a matter 
of: either, or; all or nothing; good or evil; 
heaven or hell; pacifist or non-pacifist; 
black or white. 


All these are romantic simplifications 
and have little reality in them. Actions 
are neither wholly good nor wholly bad. 
Violence and non-violence are not two dis- 
tinct positions that one can swop from in 
a sort of musical chairs. The most pacific 
action by result is often the most violent 
in intent. One cannot jump out of this 
society into a Utopia. 


But one can, by rejecting facets of this 
society, move from it; that is, alter it. The 
rejection of one facet can give a man a 
world of freedom. And change of this 
nature is about all the alteration “in our 
time” there is likely to be. 


* 


XCUSE number 9 is usually 
advanced by those who call 
themselves “the intellectuals.” They ad- 
vance the reason that certain action would 
be an “escape ” which permits them to sit 
in their undefined Mecca. These people 
should define their terms; by defining 
what they mean by escapism, they will also 
have to define their own self-chosen cage. 

There is no reality but an arbitrary 
reality. A man may only find himself in 
the O of an oyster. London is, certainly. 
Just because there is a cesspool, one needn't 
flop into it. That is not facing up ‘o any 
absolute reality. 

But, behind all this loose chatter about 
escapism lies the postulate that a man 
should be only as his age is. He should 
read every edition, know the news, and in 
general cultivate the 1938 franticness. 

I know of an editor of a well-known 
weekly who sleeps throughout the day 
talking frantically into five telephones. 

Of course, a person will give up any- 
thing but the things which give him most 
reason to complain. We love our misery 
and cherish most that which charges it 
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PADORAAP SRE ET OCR ERASE RAE RETD EE EUS EE OUEE ER DOEEEEEESS HERRON TESS PREeeeED ED DAcRDascE ton PEneDAEanaeEsenonanenenasnees 4 


“Puer Nobis Natus Est” 


That unto us—each human soul— 
A Child is born, a Son is given, 
To bring to earth the peace of heaven! 


* 


Peace! Peace! 

The whole world o’er 

Men talk of peace, 

And yet— 

Each fateful year is builded sp 

A greater store of war’s ambassadors 

To maim and kill and suffocate ! 
* 

O God! when will men know, 

When will they understand ? 

O Child, eternal Son of God, 

When will men seek Thy peace 

Which knows no power 


But that of love ? 
Ivan T. Page-Wood. 
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At the Theatre 


A STUDY OF 
CONSCIENCE 


TRAITOR’S GATE. Duke of York’s Theatre. 
MORNA STUART'S play has a special 

interest for all those whose conscience 
dictates non-conformity with orthodox be- 
liefs. It is a sensitive and highly intelligent 
study of the last, tragic phase in Sir Thomas 
More's life, when his retirement is dis- 
turbed by the necessity of declaring him- 
self on the question of Henry VIII's 
marriage to Anne Boleyn. 

Faced with a choice of spiritual or tem- 
poral paths, More is at first content to fence 
intellectually with less agile opponents, but 
is brought in the end to a profound realiz- 
ation of moral duty and ultimate truth. 

The slowly increasing tempo of the first 
two acts prepares us for the intensified 
drama of the last, chiefly in the scenes be- 
tween Cromwell and More, when sheer 
pressure of circumstance forces both to an 
unwanted measure of self-revelation. With 
almost painful tension, we share More’s 
agony of mind and his spiritual vicissitudes, 
until he reaches a more than philosophic 
calm—the pure serenity of a man prepared 
to meet his God. 

From both the dramatic and the intel- 
lectual points of view, the play is admir- 
able: a restrained, scholarly, not to say 
technically competent piece of writing, 
seeking no cheap or shoddy effect but hold- 
ing its audience wrapt by the quality of its 
dialogue and the intrinsic interest of its 
action. 


Mr. Shaw’s Latest 


GENEVA-—Saville Theatre. 

Any criticism of Shaw’s manifest con- 
tempt for the commonly accepted “rules” 
of play-writing is disarmed by the simple 
fact that he succeeds in being continuously 
entertaining; chiefly by virtue of dialogue 
which is lively and interesting even when 
it is superflucus and irrelevant. 

Nothing but its own diverting quality, for 
instance, justifies the first half of Geneva, 
since the second and more important half 
would be equally intelligible ‘by itself. 
This shows us a satirically conceived trial 
of Hitler, Mussolini, and Franco, the rules 
of the court being sufficiently elastic to 
permit of free play to Shaw’s incorrigible 
garrulity. 

His wit may be less dazzling and less 
illuminating than formerly, but it is still 
recognizably Shavian, playing round the 
dictators in their capacity as semi-divine 
national leaders rather than as symbols of 
primarily economic significance. 

This avoidance of the real issue may be 
amusing but cannot claim to be very im- 
portant; nor is it easy to state in precise 
terms the author’s attitude towards his 
subject, since analysis of the play suggests 
comparison with a ton of snow boiling 
down to a pint of water. 

Nevertheless, despite the inconsistent 
quality of its wit, language and characteri- 
zation, Geneva undoubtedly performs its 
first function in the theatre by sustaining 
attention, interest, and enjoyment. 

et W. H. GELDER 


Vatican Condemns 
Jew-Baiting 


A condemnation of the growing ostra- 
cism of Jews from Italian social life 
appeared in the Vatican newspaper, Osser- 
vatore Romano, last week. 

It claimed that such measures as the 

refusal of certain theatres to admit Jews 
are not a necessary consequence of Italian 
racial laws but are “arbitararily inter- 
preted extensions” of them and are 
“hicit.” 
If its attitude should be described as 
compassion” for the Jews, adds the 
paper (referring to a recent fascist warn- 
| ing against such sentiments), then, faced 
| with hatred in action, “we shall reply that 
asaaiaels however coined, do not change the 
substance of things and that here one 
reacts with civilized solidarity, Christian 
charity .. ” 
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VOUTH HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 
gressive youth. Internationalism and fellow- 
ship in active communal life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, 17s. 6d. p.w. For particulars apply: 
SECRETARY, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 

London, N.W.1. GULiiver 5189. 
BOOK 


PEACE ‘us 


Brings you the best iu PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
PEACE BOOK NEWS to the Secretary :— 

PEACE BOOK CLUB, 5, Goodwin's Court, 
St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.2 


a 


eT 


10 


John Barclay on 


THE PAST 


BECAUSE is true to say that “ tomorrow ” 

never comes as it is always “yesterday” 
or “ today,” so to me it is quite impossible 
to fix any year. A new year begins for me 
every morning and I have lost count of the 
number of years which have therefore 
passed. 

However, today it is snowing hard and 
a Christmas card came from Wales so I find 
myself looking back to the last time that 
this happened, which was twelve months 
ago! What an age it seems and what a lot 
has happened since then. Stated in figures 
it reads something like this: 

Christmas 1937, number of groups: 760 
Clristmas 1938, number of groups; 1,100 

Behind these figures I am aware of a 
vital change in the PPU. There is a grow- 
ing desire among individuals to get 
together and to accept personal responsi- 
bility as well as a refusal by them to admit 
the inevitability of war. The immediate 
result has been the formation of new groups 
all over the country. 

But this wish to stand together and co- 
operate has also shown itself among groups 
so that regional committees are also coming 
into existence uniting the scattered units 
to form coordinating bodies of public 
opinion, at the same time giving to it direc- 
tion and focus. 

Nationally the tendency has been to hand 
over responsibility to areas. Welsh and 
Scottish National Councils have been set 
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YEAR 


up which have taken over the work in these 
two countries. 


IN THE PUBLIC EYE 

During the year the Manifesto Campaign, 
public meetings, and more recently the stall 
at the National Book Fair, have been keep- 
ing us in the public eye; but looking back 
over the year I am conscious of something 
more important than public manifestation. 
Slowly but surely we have begun to estab- 
lish the idea of a “public conscience” 
springing from the impact of private con- 
sciences within our movement. 

It is no longer possible for an audience 
to condemn us without at the same time 
condemning themselves. We stand for the 
principles for which democracy is asked to 
fight and by our loyalty to the cause of 
peace have taken the only road by which 
democracy can save itself. Faced by no 
other alternative than that of war the 
peoples of this country are forced to either 
reject it and join us, or fight and lose them- 
selves as well as their goal. 


NEED FOR INITIATIVE 

The initiative for the next step must 
come from the pacifist movement. No 
longer are we on the defensive. Added to 
the urge from within has come the urge 
from without. The despairing cry of the 
refugee rises all round and surely it is to 
the pacifist they cry. 


NEWS 


If we can make their problem ours, if 
we can show the world that the only reply 
to make is that of constructive pacifism, 
world-wide in its application and personal 
in its responsibility, then we shall have 
begun the next stage of the road along 
which finally all must go. 

The paradox of today seems to be that we 
are as near universal disaster as we are 
to universal peace. Only by our willing- 
ness to face the possibility of failure and 
yet determine that we shall succeed, can 
we resolve the paradox and draw nearer 
to world peace. 


~—Help to Buy— 
The New H.Q. 


To the Editor of “Peace News” 
IN answer to my appeal for funds to 

purchase the new headquarters a 
friend has come forward with the 
offer to give us “say £40 or £50” if a 
number of other people will do like- 
wise. 

The appeal to date has brought in 
£1,415, but if we are to acquire the 
premises without having to burden 
our already heavily taxed funds with 
debt-interest we need quite 2 number 
of further sums of this or a larger 
size. 

If any reader of Peace News feels 
inclined to follow this good example 
we shall accept it very gratefully, as 
we still reauire at least £5,600 to cover 
the remainder of the purchase plus 
the deficit on the year’s working. 

MAURICE L. ROWNTREE. 
Honorary Secretary. 
PPU. 96 Regent Street, W.1 


Group News from tie Four Corners 


CLOSE on 400 copies of Peace News were 
sold within an hour during the mass 
selling on December 17. Over seventy 


people took part—being posted at about 
twenty yards from each other all along 
New Street and a number in Corporation 
Street. 

Special posters, which were made of stiff card, 
had been designed and drawn by members for 
the occasion and were worn apron fashion. 

This was the first mass street selling 
organized by the Birmingham Peace News Com- 
mittee and they are hoping to hold similar efforts 
in the future. 


Quinton’s Poster Scheme 
THE Quinton (Birmingham) group has 
been in existence for about twelve 
months and has increased its membership 
from 36 to 50. 

Group meetings are held every fortnight with 
an average attendance of 25 members. 

Eight members now show posters outside their 
houses, and a weekly exchange system has been 
introduced by which the posters are kept on 
the move. 

The group has adopted the 2d. per week sub- 
scription scheme which is gradually being adop- 
ted all over Birmingham. 


Many Public Meetings at Dover 
URING the year the Dover group has 
been very active and among other 

things has succeeded in organizing public 
meetings at the rate of almost one a month. 

In some cases the local group of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation cooperated. 

Meetings since April have been addressed by 
the Rev T. Fenton, J. J. Smith, the Rev. Paul 
Gliddon and the Rev. E Way. 


West End Christmas Party 

CHRISTMAS party in the best tradition 

was given at King’s Weigh House, 
London, December 10, when, through the 
organizing ability of Miss E. Dighton and 
the generosity of a large number of PPU 
members, 200 poor children from Central 
London were entertained. 

Miss Nora Richardson was responsible for the 
catering and produced a fine tea, though one 
or two of the guests were almost too excited to 
do justice to it. Tiere were crackers, balloons 
and a great Chiist.nas tree (electric illumination 
by Nigel Spottiswoode), All this was made 
possible by contributions amounting to over £10, 
besides 400 presents from PPU “uncles” and 
“aunts,” which were distributed by Father and 
Mother Barclay Christmas, 

Films of Mickey Mouse and Shirley Temple 
were shown by Denis Burton. There was one 
patticularly desperate moment when Shirley 
was ateady in the cannibals’ cooking pot. But 
help arrived in the nick of tyre and a great 
ehcer vent up from the audience. 

Then <1 Ces.l Heath did impossible feats of 
con:uang and Jack Newmark showed himself a 
yood p.ifist when Horace (?) made ventrilo- 
quistic fur of Fim, 

Tf the children enjoyed themselves, so did the 
€9 or 70 workerc. 


“Peace News” Selling in Bradford 
qs the bustling thoroughfare of Darley 

Street, fifteen members—representatives 
of the six groups operating in Bradford, 
namely. Allerton; Bradford Moor; Eccles- 
hill and Idle; Great Horton; Manningham 
and West Bowling—sold eighty copies of 
Peace News in an hour on December 10. 

Tt is felf that this performanze will be emu- 
lated casily during future Saturdays and that 


there shculd be a noticeable increase of sales. 
The contiaued success mainly depends on the 
consistent support of active members, and if 
anybody wishes to participate by selling, they 
should refer to the adjoining “Notice Board” 
and write to Mr. J. Ibson. 

Bradferd’s new PPU Headquarters at 112 
Morley Street, are soon to be ready for an 
official opening. At present the scheme for the 
decoration of these premises is well in hand 
and the accommodation itself is comparatively 
spacious. Their position is quite central to the 
City, while activities will be brought more to 
the public limelight. 

It ‘s hcped to establish an appropriate library 
there. Fresh active members are proving them- 
selves to be eager workers and these head- 
quarters may prove considerable satisfaction to 
them in many ways. Numerable benefits will 
be derived from this step forward. 

Mrs. Margery South has found it necessary to 
resign from the Bradford Regional secretary- 
ship owing to general pressure of pacifist work 
and will now concentrate fully to public speak- 
ing and press correspondence. Tributes were paid 
to her, at the last Central Committee meeting, 
in appreciation of the valuable assistance she 
had rendered in the capacity of secretary. Mrs. 
South's successor is Maurice Michel, 14, St. Paul’s 
Road, Manningham, Bradford, Yorkshire, to 
whom all matters relating to the Regional 
activities should be addressed. 


Nuneaton’s Secretary in Debate 
"THE motion that “In the opinion of this 

this house, Christians must be pacifists,” 
was considered by the Nuneaton Debating 
Society last week and was proposed by Mr. 
J. B. Saunders, the honorary secretary of 
the local PPU group. 

Mr. Saunders stressed the essential similarity 
between pacifist and Christian teaching. For 
those of them who were pacifists because they 
were Christians the two things were synony- 
mous. 

In opposing the motion Mr. Cummins said 
that the scriptures made no reference whatever 
to pacifism. While Christianity was not a 
militaristic faith, it might be necessary for 
Christians to wield arms in the cause of justice. 

Christianity was not a pacifist faith. There 
were great evils in peace, as in war. What 
was needed was a change of heart in people, 
but meanwhile the cause of justice must not be 
abandoned. 

The motion was defeated. 


Wilfred Wellock at Northampton 

MEMBERS of Northampton, Banbury, 

Kettering, Wellingborough and Ketter- 
ing groups attended a meeting addressed 
by Mr. Wilfred Wellock held at Northamp- 
ton last Sunday. 

Speaking on “The National Register and 
National Registration—the attitude of the PPU 
toward it.” Wilfred Wellock said that it was 
impossible for the PPU to have a definite line 
of conduct which everybody could toe the line 
to. Each member, he said, would have to stand 
upon his own mental basis at the time. 

He urged that there should be widespread 
discussion throughout the movement on the sub- 
ject of any form of voluntary or compulsory 
registration that might be introduced. 


Sutton and Cheam Peace Centre 

AFTER a long search, the Sutton and 

Cheam group has found suitable 
premises for a Peace Centre, at 122 Car- 
shalton Road, opposite the offices of the 
Water Company. 

Here they share a shop with a courteous and 
sympathetic landlord, and rent sufficient of the 
house to provide accommodation for discussion 
groups and small meetings, while subletting a 
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flat to help pay expenses. Group members have 
redecorated the rooms in attractive cream and 
green, and in the painting and dressing of the 
shop window they have used a biue note, the 
“signature” colour of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation which are cooperating in the venture. 

The centre was officially opened on December 
17 by Canon Stuart Morris, the Rev. E. P. 
Woollcombe, Vicar of Sutton, also being present. 

Canon Stuart Morris said that he believed that 
the time was one of hope for the pacifist cause: 
the late crisis had brought an increase in 
signatories, and had confirmed the majority of 
pacifists in their faith. It was becoming more 
and more evident that reason and religion were 
on their side. They must be ready, said Canon 
Morris, to advocate national sacrifices com- 
parable to those made by Czecho-Slovakia, and 
In every way to demonstrate that pacifism is 


positive, not merely a refusal to cooperate in 
war. 


Mass Action in Little Bromwich 


N4&MEs of over seventy volunteers were 
received for the mass poster parade 
and mass Peace News selling, organized by 
the Little Bromwich group last Saturday. 
The next meeting of this group will be on 
January 7 at 7.30 p.m. at 44 Belchers Lane, 
Birmingham, 9. Mr. Copeman will speak on 
Germany, At the following meeting. on January 
20, Mr. Sydney Conbeer will speak on “ Non- 
Violent Resistance.” 


New West Hampshire Region 
"THE first committee meeting of the 

western division of the Hampshire 
region was held last week at Winchester. 
The region included Andover, Broughton, 
Eastleigh, Southampton, and Winchester 
groups. 


It was decided that the immediate activities | 


would be to foster groups at Alresford and 
Romsey. It was questioned whether an FoR 
group might be more practicable in Romsey in 
view of recent FoR activities there. 
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Under the Oak Tree i! 
« A BUMPER * 
\ i 
‘ GIFT 
i ’ 
4 <=: ed « 4 
Vass By Theo Wills ==! 
IT is already time to write thanks for the 

toys and other present which have been 
coming in for our Christmas. Some of 
these kind gifts we have been able to 
acknowledge personally, but one of them, 
perhaps so far the most amazing of them 
all, and which surely deserves a whole 
article to itself, was quite anonymous and 
the labels on it so confusing that we cannot 
be sure whether it comes from our own 
home-town of Colchester or from the 
North of England. 

This was nothing less than a large box 
containing four thcusand five hundred and 
twelve new glass marbles!—four thousand 
three hundred and twenty of which are 
large and one hundred and_ ninety-two 
larger still! 


‘ . 


I was never good at higher mathematics so I 
hope the donor wil! forgive me if I am a marble 


| out in my calculations, but surely he has proved 


that he has a large heart and a sense of humour 
to match, and I hope he will accept our most 
hearty thanks for such effective assistance in 
making life go rollingly for our charges! 

The incident reminds me of a Christmas story 
of a man who sent a curmudgeon thirty turkeys 
so that he would have to learn the joy of giving 
them away. I suspect no such sinister motive 
behind the marbles, but one is reassured by the 
reflections that we do not live to ourselves at 
3asque House. 


* s * 


Our touring troupe has recently done great 
things in aid of their Spanish brethren in Eng- 
tand. Nor is this joy in helping confined withir 
national limits Opportunities to help refugees 
from other countries in a similar plight to their 
own are eagerly seized. For instance Dover- 
court, where the Jewish children from Germany 
are sheltering, is not far from us and we are 
hoping to go across to entertain them and to 
exchange visits with them. 

So the gift which brightens the lives of the 
children at Basque House has a far larger range 
of influence than the mere confines of Basque 
House itself. And we still have room for gifts in 
our Christmas chest. Simple bright things, toys, 
decorations for the tree and all such seasonable 
gifts or funds to purchase them will be keenly 
appreciated. 

* * * 


This series, ‘Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street. London, W.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 
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FOUR WAYS TO PEACE 


1/- net. 
By E. BOWYER. 
Sums up four remedies advocated as 
salvation for a war-sick world. 
Obtainable from all booksellers and libraries or 
direct from the Publishers : 
ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL LTD. 
29, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4. 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 


West Nolwood group meets cn second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke's Church 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence), 
meets jn members’ houses in rotation—usually 
first and third Tuesdays 

Peckham.—Friends’ Meeting House, Highshore 
Road, every Wednesday at 8p.m 


Poster Parades 
Specia! parades are to be neld from head- 
quarters, 96 Regent Street, W.1, on Tuesdays. 
at 6.30 p.m and 8.15 p.m. and continuing until 
further notice. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Tottenham.—Helpers are urgently required to 
sell Peace News and help at bookstall on Fridays 
from 6 p.m. outside the Friends’ Meeting House, 
High Road.—Write to Hilda Butcher, 19 Grey- 
hound Road, London, N.17. 

Manchester.—Volunteers wanted for mass 
selling today (Friday), from 3 p.m. onwards. 
Meet 41 John Dalton Street. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.15 pm. Names and addresses to 
J. Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Norwich.—Volunteers wanted for mass selling 
in the Market Place tomorrow (Saturday). 

Liverpool.—Meet in Friends’ Institute, Isling- 
ton, Friday and Saturday at &@ pm 


Cardiff.—Sellers are badly needed. Come 
and do yuur bit, not leave it to a few! 

Taunton.—Volunteers each week. Apply Mrs. 
K. Bryant, Leycroft Farm, Taunton. 

Sheffield.—Every Friday between 6.30 p.m. and 
8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 24 Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8, not later 
than the previous Monday. 

Beltast.—Volunteers wanted for Friday even- 
ings. Write Miss I. Brown, 56 Ulsterville 
Avenue, Belfast. 


Miscellaneous 


Newport.—Will anyone interested in the PPU 
fet into touch with Mr. Miller, 243 Christchurch 
Road, Newport. 

What do you do with your old copies of Peace 
News? Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall, would be glad to give a 
list of names and addresses of people in 
Germany, Switzerland, France, and England 
who would welcome them to read. All inquiries 
should enclose a stamped envelope for reply. 

Wanted urgently, books for Peace Library, 
Can be left at Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue 
Road, Bournemouth, any Monday from 7.30 p.m. 
to 9p.m. 

Bridgend, Glamorgan.—Members in this dis 
trict please communicate with Mr. Glyn Howe, 
Arosfa, St. Brides Major, Bridgend, Glamorgan. 
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Diary of the 
Week 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 

1. Send notices to arrive not later ‘han 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Thursday, Dec. 29 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
John Barclay on “And now for 1939"; City PPU 
group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Cc. E. Harrington on “A Persona! Opinion”; City 
PPU group. 

Yr 

Wednesday, Jan. 11 
GREENFORD; 8.15 p.m., Public Library; John 
Barclzy on “ Active and Constructive Pacifism ”; 
PPU. 


Thurs. to Sat., Jan. 26 to 28 


LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
A conference on the Economic Road to Peace; 
Speakers: Archibald Crawford, Ben Greene and 
others; organized by W.1 group of PPU; details 
from the honorary organizer, Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, London, W.1. 


New Year Drive For 
World Conference 


Petition 


"PHERE will be a very largely developed 

drive for the National Petition for a 
New World Peace Conference in all parts 
of the country about the middle of January, 
and it is hoped that before the end of 
February the bulk of the work will be com- 
pleted. 

Already sufficient forms have been sent 
out to allow for over 7,000,000 signatures 
to the petition, which is being organized 
by the National Peac2 Council in conjunc- 
tion, with the Peace Pledge Union and 
other national organizations. 

An interesting form has just been re- 
ceived filled up by prominent radio and 
music-hall “stars” which included Kenneth 
Western, “Bill” Dwyer, Leonard Henry, 
Harry Hall, Peter Warren, and Norman 
Long. Additional prominent sponsors in- 


clude Angus Watson, JP, and T. Magney, | 


MP for Gateshead. 
POSTER PARADES 


Leaflets and posters have been specially 
prepared for use in connexion with the 
petition campaign and are obtainable 
from the National Peace Council, 39 Vic- 
toria Street, 5.W.1, or from the head- 
quarters of cooperating organizations. 

Special poster parades in connexion with 
the petition will leave Peace Pledge Union 
headquarters (96 Regent Street, W.1) at 
645 p.m. and 845 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 7, 1939. 

Volunteers intending to take part should 
send their names to the PPU, 96 Regent 
Street, as soon as possible. 


Helping The Spanish 
Children 


Juan Antonio Gracia will be 4 on Decem- 
ber 27, and Armando Grediaga will be 11 on 
December 31. 

It would be a very pleasant surprise to 
them to receive greetings from friends 
abroad. Their address is: WRI Home, Les 
Tamarius,” Prats-de-Mollo (Pyr-Or), 
France. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 
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{Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS" 
to me weekly. 


Namen... .ccecccstenetsctecccseenteeteetes 


Address 
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as from issue dated. 
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Note to Newsagent :-— 
“PEACE NEWS" is published 


weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


H 


PEACE 


stand 
for? 


3. METHOD 


T is sometimes said that pacifism 

is a mere negation. But though it 
begins with the refusal to take part 
in war, it cannot and does not end 
there. For that reason Aldous Hux- 
ley wrote the first official pamphlet 
of the Peace Pledge Union, What are 
you going to do about it? explaining 
its aims and basis. The policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union arises out of the 
basis of membership, which is the re- 
nunciation of the war method. 


It stands instead for the method of 
non-violent resistance, and it aims at 
so working out the technique of non- 
violent resistance that it will set the 
new spirit free and create the new 
attitude in the world. The Peace 
Pledge Union is not a specifically 
Christian movement. There is no 
credal or sectarian condition of mem- 
bership. But it asserts pacifism as a 
faith, for in denying the power of 
material force it appeals to spiritual 
and moral power. .It is a fellowship 
of men and women who are prepared 
to study constructive peace-making, 

| to become enthusiastic peace-makers, 
and to accept such self-discipline as 
will be necessary if we are to repu- 
diate all our relationships with the 
destructive method of violence, and 
prove the redeeming power of love. 
The Peace Pledge Union is, there- 
fore, anxious to include within its 
membership everyone who is ready to 
renounce war and live instead for 
peace. : 
The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 

I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters 
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LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY HWORNING 


| ACCOMMODATION | 


To Let 

PPU GIRL wanted to share furnished flat with | 

another, Muswell Hill, N. London.—Box 142, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Wanted 
UNFURNISHED FLAT in Hornsey district. 
Four rooms. Self-contained. Box 141, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


UNFURNISHED FLAT.—Business lady requires 
two, preferably three, rooms (one fitted kitchen), 
in private house, Belsize Park or Hampstead 
district. Stevens, 14, Leinster Road, N.10. 


BUILDING & DECORATING 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing. &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN LESSONS or exchange conversation 
by Viennese Pacifist. Near Bethnal Green.—Box 
128, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4. 


GERMAN PACIFISI, expert linguist, living in 
South Denmark aear beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
is willing to take students boarders to learo 
German, Danish, Swedish, French or Italian 
Very reasonable terms. Facilities for regular | 
German and Danish conversational practice in) 
district. For further ‘particulars apply War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Entield. 
Middlesex, or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch, 


*- Fredshjam,” Roenshoved or Rinkenaes, 
Denmark. 
| HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhcad 
of Modern Nature Cure ‘Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son, Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh, 9. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth 
(Letchworth 885). 


| ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES | 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls. testimonials, rolts of 
honour, &c., from | guinea to 1UU0 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists. Battley Brothers. 
Ltd, Commerciat Artists and Photographers. 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press. 
Clapham Park. S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 340i. 


| LECTURES | 


HACKNEY.—Lectures every Friday, 8.15, 39 
Upper Clapton Road. Decembe. 23. no meeting. 
December 30, “A New Year's Message,” C. 
Lestor. SPGB. Admission free. Questions, dis- 
cussion. “Tomorrow's War! Russian help for 
German armaments.” “Is Britain going Fascist? 
Your vote—and you.” Do these questions interest 
you? If so, write now for free specimen copy 
of this month’s Socialist Standard to SPGB 
(Dept. 9), 42 Great Dover Street, London, S.}.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHtP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for com- 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each month, trom 6 to 7 p.m. 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.L 


| SITUATION 


Wanted 

PACIFIST (40), sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment as C.O. in last war, member of 
PPU, unemployed 11 months, seeks work, any 
eapacity. Will any sympathizer offer same ?— 
Box 143, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| TY PEWRITING | 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jeans lyping ana 
Duplicating Oifice are waiting tor any jobs you 
may have—targe or smali. Speed, etticiency, and 
jow charges. Phone Brshopsgate 3309, 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, £.C.2. 


— 


WHERE FU STAY | 


DEXBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarran rood te- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy noliday 
or restful recuperation. increased accommoda- 
tion. Central heating throughout; bh. and c. water 
in atl bedrooms. Central! for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars. Crich. near Matlock. 
Telephone Ambergate 44 Station, Ambergate 
(L.81.8.). 


AID FOR THE 


REKUGEES 


ACCOUNTS of schemes to aid refugees 

have been given to Peace News by 
Storm Jameson, president of the PEN* 
Club, which is administering a fund for 
refugee writers from Austria, Germany, and 
Czechoslovakia, and by the secretary of 
Youth House, whose members have turned 
a country cottage into a refugee hostel. 

* 

Storm Jameson writes: 

We are actively busy in administering a 
fund for refugee writers from Austria, Ger- 
many and Czecho-Slovakia. Many of the 
Austrians and Germans who come to us 
have been living in Prague since 1933, and 
had imagined that they were safe there. 

Owing to the fact that they are forbidden 
to bring money out of their countries and 
have, in most cases, been entirely deprived 
of their livelihood, the PEN has found that 
the best way of helping them is to make 
them a small weekly grant which covers 
their living expenses (when these are not 
included in any hospitality they receive) 
and, whenever possible, to give them book 
trade introductions. The eagerness they 
show to continue working is not the least 
difficulty we face in dealing with them. It 
is not easy to tell people of active minds 
that there is no place for them. 

The list of applicants is growing steadily and 
the PEN is stretching its fund to the utmost 
limit. Contributions are still coming in (and 
still very gratefully received) and it is hoped 
that by working in combination with every other 
organization engaged in helping refugees every 
Penny will be usefully spent and work will not 
be duplicated. 

MEN OF CULTURE 

There is little space for me to describe 
specific cases, but there is, for instance, the 
man who had been in six concentration 
camps before he got to Czecho-Slovakia and 
was only saved because he developed 
double-pneumonia and they sent him to a 
hospital which happened to be staffed by 
doctors who were not anti-Semitic. (This 
was in 1933; it is permissible, without 
cynicism, to wonder whether he would now 
escape). 


These refugees are men of culture. They have 
lost, in losing their language, the language they 
learned as children. the very essence of their 
lives. A writer without the hope of writing in 
his own language is like a man with his tongue 
torn out. A doctor, a carpenter, can bring his 
skill away with him, even if he cannot at once 
use it in another country. A writer in exile 
has lost his skill and the tools of his trade. 

We should be deeply grateful for additions 
to our funds, offers of hospitality, offers of a 
room for use during the day, offers of enter- 
tainment, of lessons in English. And, most 
especially, suggestions as to possible openings 
for foreign writers. 

“The PEN Club is an association of Poets, 
playwrights, Editors, essayists and Novelists, 
standing for the promotion of friendship and 
understanding between nations, and particularly 
between their writers. The address of the 
sone PEN Club is 59 New Oxford Street, 

seo 


* 


Miss Jessics Grimm, the Secretary of 
Youth House, writes: 

The members of Youth House*—an inter- 
national and democratic body of young 
people with a community and club centre 
—wished to direct their sympathies, in a 
practical way, toward those who were suf- 
fering through economic or political causes, 
and have taken over a cottage at Tring, 
Herts., and turned it into a refugee hostel. 

The cottage, which has quite a large gar- 
den, has already been decorated, painted 
and equipped by these young people and a 
first contingent of ten refugees is expected 
shortly. If the scheme proves a success, 
there is every hope of extending the 
ee by taking over the cottage next 

oor. 


WORK AND RECEATION 


It is intended that all residing there will 
take their share in the day-to-day work of 
the hostel, although there will be ample 
time for walking in the particularly good 
country round the hostel, for study, and 
personal pursuits. 


It is hoped that the boys will be able to gain 
experience by working on the neighbouring 
farms, and the girls will find plenty of oppor- 
tunity to acquire the knowledge of cooking, 


What Writers and 


Young People are 
Doing to Help 


sewing, housework or _ typing. Woodwork 
classes in the village can also be taken. 

Thus the hostel will provide not only food 
and lodgings, but a community life in which 
there will be plenty to think about, plenty to 
do, and a contact with English men and women 
who are working for closer friendship and 
understanding between the youth-of different 
nations. 

The sum of 12s. 6d. (paid by the society or 
person who stands as guarantor for the refugee) 
is charged for the weekly maintenance of each 
resident of the hostel. If it is possible to lower 
this charge after a suitable working period, 
every endeavour will be made to do so. 

Many things are still required to make the 
hostel a real home, and gifts such as blankets, 
warm clothing, gardening implements and the 
like will be most gratefully received. 

*The address of Youth House is 250 Camden 
Road, London, N.W.1. 


Americans’ 
Christmas M essage 
from China 


NEARLY a hundred Americans whe met 
in Chengtu, West China, on Thanks- 

giving Day, issued an “Open Letter to 

American Christians” which declared: 

We are soon to enter the Christmas season 
with its spirit of “Peace on earth and gooc- 
will among men.” In harmony with this 
spirit, shall we not as American Christians rise 
in organized protest against the shipping from 
our country of all materials to be used for 
aggressive warfare; and shall we not continue 
to protest until, either by the force of public 
opinion or by an embargo, the United States 
ceases to be a partner to the Japanese invasion 
of China. 

A similar appeal was made in an “ Open 
Letter to Institutions of Higher Learning, 


; Foundations, and Church Boards in the 


United States” adopted unanimously by 
the American Faculty members of the 
Christian Universities in West China. 

Despite the fact that it is a very difficult 
time for Chinese to hold pacifist convictions 
(reports our Chengtu correspondent), the 
West China group of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation at present has a Chinese 
chairman. 


Never Mind 
the Weather | 


Circulation - 19,060 | 
Loss on Week 716 


TREET-SELLERS — don’t let the 

weather put you off! A Cardiff 

member of the Peace Pledge Union 
writes: 

Seeing London Peace News sellers 

in last Saturday’s bitter wind made 

one visitor vow never to slack again! 


So stick to it—you may be setting 
someone else an example. 


CHRISTMAS IN 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 


(Continued from page 7) 
Those of us here in Czechoslovakia who 
in the meantime are still in better condi- 


tions do what we can. 
ally, does its best. But funds are exhaus- 
ted. Some days ago, for instance, it was 
possible for us to place about twenty ver- 
sons in Sweden. After great efforts all was 
ready, ‘the documents, everything... To 
those refugees is offered a new possibility, 
something definite for the whole life. There 
remains only to enter the train and to go... 

And then — there 1s no money for the 
transport (about 15,000 Czechs crowns)! 
Can you imagine the spiritual pain cf those 
unfortunate refugees? Where is Tantalos 
with his sufferings? 


PRAISE FOR FRIENDS 

But we owe our greatest admiration to the 
Society of Friends. The London emergency 
committee has distributed among the members 
a circular letter asking those who can assist by 
helping refugees in any way to kindly fill in 
their name and address, put a cross in the appro- 
priate space and return to the committee. The 
questionnaire is as follows: 

1. Guarantee of support for an unlimited 
period 

2. Guarantee of hospitality for limited period 
(state length of time) 


The WLPF, especi- 


3. Household job for (a) single woman 
GAFe once, (b) married couple.......... (c) mother 
and child.......... 

4. Emigration eccsts for one family (£50 per 
D2 cSON) Mer aerate 


5. Landing money for one family or person 
(£160 per family for Australia and New Zea- 
land, about £60 per person for South America) 


6. Support one young boy at YMCA Agricul- 
tural Scheme (£24 for one year) 

j. Support one member of Kagran Agricul- 
tural Group (12s. Gd. per week).......... 

8. Guarantee hospitality for one child at least 
one year 

9. School fees for one child for one year 
(about £60 at reduced fees) 

10. Hospitality for 


child during holidays 
11. Support child at Children’s Home...,.... 
12, Create an extra opening for a refugee to 
train in your business or factory.......... 

13, Distribute Quaker Emigration Fund 
envelopes among your friends (state how many 
you can use) 


DARKNESS—AND LIGHT 

Tt is due not only to the darkness that this 
winter is so gloomy and heavy as a tomb- 
stone, it is due to that darkness running 
and flowing day by day like a black water 
of high tide. We stand on the shore of the 
night and can do nothing but notice: the 
water of darkness is increasing. 

But let it be, don’t bother about that. There 
is no light outside, it’s true, and many people, 
single or in crowds, blow out the remaining 
lights ... but let us not forget that there still 
remains to us a home lamp which enables us 
to see far ahead. Make lights in all the lamps 
so that allt people may find the way home from 
the darkness. 

After the darkness of the night comes the 
light of the day. Let us find the way home from 
the darkness. And that is the way of God. 


Former C.O. as Refugees’ 
“ Father” 


A man who was a conscientious objector 
in the Great War is today. with his wife, in 
charge of a training centre for refugee boys 
from Austria, Germany and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

He is Mr. G. E. King, and the centre, 
which is at Flint Hall, near Skirmett, 
Bucks is the only YMCA training centre 
of its kind in the country. Mr. and Mrs. 
King are referred to as the “father and 
mother ” of the centre. 

The fourteen refugees at present at the 
centre are being taught enough about farm work 
to enable them to secure employment on farms 
elsewhere in this country. 

Since Mr. King was approached by the YMCA 
two years ago to open the centre, more than 100 
young men from our own distressed areas have 
been trained by him. 

The first batch of refugees from abroad 
arrived in August having been sent by members 
of the Society of Friends working in Vienna. 
They numbered 22, and eight of them have 
already left to work for farmers. When taking 
up such work they receive not less than the 
local wage fixed by the Agricultural Wages 
Committee. 
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Danger of Anelo-U.S. Trade War With Germany and Japan 


The “Crime” of New Zealand 


NKYURING his visit to England which ended 
last weekend, Dr. Schacht, President 

of the Reichsbank, put forward a plan pro- 
viding for: 

(a) More German trade with other countries; 
and 

(b) Payment by the German Government for 
the expulsion of their Jews with a credit given 
by Britain and other countries out of the advan- 
tages arising from the increased trade. 

Official circles in London were dis- 
appointed when the plan, which was, how- 
ever, “being passed on more or less without 
comment to the representatives of the 
governments on the Refugee Committee.” 
Financial experts of those governments 
considered it on Tuesday. 


It seems shameful of the German Gov- 
ernment to ask other Governments to pay 
for the emigration of the Jews, especially 
as the Reich would presumably benefit 
from the hoped for increase in trade as 
much as the other countries involved. But 
an explanation of the German attitude is 
to be found in the economic condition of 
that country, a review of which was given 
by the Berlin correspondent of The Times 
on Monday. 

For the first eleven months of this year the 
adverse trade balance was over 400,000,000m. 
The comparable figure for 19387 was a favourable 
balance of 360,000,000m. It is significant that 
half of this year's deficit is attributable to 
Austria, and it was stated that “the Sudeten- 
land is also probably contributing to the deficit, 


for its industries have lost their American 
market.” 


Need for Trade 


THE dispatch in The Times got to the root 
of the matter when it reported that 

“One trade agreement with America is worth 
more to the Reich than ten with Balkan coun- 
tries is the view of responsible authorities here 
{Berlin], but their hopes that Germany might 
have been joined as a third party to the recent 
Anglo-American trade negotiations were 
shattered by the anti-Jewish pogrom of 
November 10.” 

Among the victims of this exclusion of 
Germany—allegedly because of her perse- 
cution of the Jews—have been the Jews 
themselves, for it is claimed that the 
financial obstacles which Germany puts in 
the way of Jews wishing to emigrate are 
an outcome of her foreign exchange diffi- 
culties. A professed readiness to help 
Jewish emigration, said The Times on 
Tuesday, could not be dissociated from 
Germany’s “ urgent desire to increase trade 
with Great Britain and the United States.” 


Unfortunately the use of retaliation 
against German trade policy, already 
threatened by Britain, was reported 
recently to be under careful consideration 
in Washington. As to the British threat, 
Dr. Schacht made inquiries in London last 
week. No doubt the big stick of the Export 
Credits Bill, which is to enable exporters 
to “fight Germany with her own weapons,” 
was brandished before him. 


If America decides to pursue a similar 
line the situation may rapidly become 
tragic; it will mean that the two nations 
best fitted to lead the world back to sanity 
will have joined hands for the purpose of 
engaging in a trade war with Germany. 
This would inevitably embitter and com- 
plicate the situation. 


In face of this possibility the campaign 
for a world conference to end these econo- 
mic antagonisms becomes an even more 
urgent necessity than before. 


Imperialism in China 


PPURTHER developments are reported in 

the antagonism between the Western 
Powers and Japan as to who shall! be per- 
mitted to exploit China. 


The Japanese Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Arita, described as “regrettable” and 
“dangerous” on Monday the American 
financial assistance to China (by which 
China borrows dollars from the US 
Treasury to pay for purchases). He added 
that his criticisms applied only if the loans 
were meant to be hostile gestures toward 
Japan, and that the same remarks would 
apply to a British loan—though he person- 
ally was “inclined not to regard that kind 
of loan as a political gesture.” 

Meanwhile British business men in China are 
growing restive. A committee of them met 
during the weekend, together with the British 
Ambassador and the naval Commander-in-Chief, 
and agreed that a “ policy of laissez-faire, passive 


resistance, or cooperation with the Japanese” 
would result in the destruction of British 
interests.” They wanted retaliatory action. 


Japan’s Aim 
R. Arita answered them, in effect, when 


N he declared that, even after Japan 
had marked off the region she intended to 
retain for exclusive exploitation by the East 
Asiatic bloc she is creating, vast fields 
would remain for economic and commercial 
activity by other Powers. The British in- 
terests concerned doubtless have little faith 
in this assurance. 


Whether or not “hostile gestures toward 
Japan” are intended by the American 
loans (and US policy is said to be “ harden- 
ing”), there is no doubt as to Japan’s 
motive. She is planning to build for her- 
self a position less susceptible than at 
present to economic pressure. On what 
moral grounds can Britain and America 
oppose her? They have long been in a 
more favoured position. 

The solution to the conflicting aims, as well 
as the welfare of the Chinese people themselves, 
will only be found by the same method as will 


lead to a solution of the similar antagonisms 
aroused by Germany, 


So far as the war itself is concerned, the 
Japanese army considers the active phase to be 
over, and hopes now to consolidate politically 
the area occupied. The army does not fear the 
effects of foreign loans to China so much as it 
would fear the results of direct action against 
Japanese trade. 


F.B.L---and New Zealand 


THE New Zealand Labour Government 

has never had the City as one of its 
most ardent admirers, and the threat 
uttered on behalf of the Federation of 
British Industries last week revealed the 
opposition this progressive Dominion has 
stirred up among industrialists as well as 
financiers. 


If New Zealand goes through with its 
projected import control plans next month, 
declared Mr. Moir Mackenzie, Empire 
Director of the FBI, “we shall go bald- 
headed for a denouncement (of the Ottawa 
Agreement), and I think we can make it 
extremely difficult for the Government to 
say ‘No,’ If they want to carry out a 
socialist experiment in New Zealand by all 
means let them do it, but not at the ex- 
pense of this country.” 


The President of the FBI had already 
complained to the President of the Board 
of Trade that New Zealand seemed about 
to break the Ottawa Agreement~in that 
secondary industries were being protected 
to the detriment of trade with the United 
Kingdom. 

New Zealand’s “ crime” seems to be that 
she is planning to absorb her own unem- 
ployed into secondary industries. That this 
should affect employment in some other 
part of the world is inevitable under the 
present competitive economic system. 

The best comment on the action of the FBI 
came from the News Chronicle, which declared: 
“Tt is monstrous that, because New Zealand 
has a Labour Government which has initiated 
certain experiments, big business in this country 


should threaten to force the Government into 
reprisals ” 


Financial Stranglehold 


Bur there is another side to the picture. 
Mr. W. J. Jordan, High Commissioner for 
New Zealand, claimed in a statement to 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 


the News Chronicle on Saturday that the 
primary purpose of the system of import 
licences was not to keep out British goods 
and bolster up home industries, but “to 
limit our spending abroad in such a way 
that we can buy a maximum of British 
goods and at the same time pay cur loan 
charges to investors in Great Britain.” 

While trying to set her own house in 
order, New Zealand must provide for the 
interest on the burden of debt from which 
no Dominion is free—the real “bond of 
Empire.” 

Conservative estimates by Sir Robert Kinders- 
ley in the Economic Journal two years ago 
showed that a total of £1,981,000,009 of British 
money was invested in the Empire, nearly half 
in business undertakings and “he remainder in 
Government and Corporation loans. £651,000,000 
was invested in Australia and New Zealand. 

We can easily imagine the cry of indignation 
against “socialism” that would be raised if the 
interest on New Zealand's debts were not forth- 


coming. Quite unfounded rumours of default 
have been circulated in the City in recent 
months. 


C.O.s & National Service 


O far the Government seems to recognize 
the right of conscientious objection. 
That much is clear from a dialogue in the 
Commons recently when Major-General 
Sir Alfred Knox queried the right of an 
unemployed man to receive unemployment 
benefit after he had refused work in a 
cotton mill because it was making fabric 
for gas masks. 

A court of referees had upheld his claim to 
benefit, and the Minister of Labour said: “I 
understand that the applicant is an ‘ absolutist’ 
by conviction. He was a conscientious objector 
in the last war and went to prison, and now 
refuses even to have a gas mask.” 

This case should be borne in mind if and 
when compulsory national service for all be- 
comes the official policy. 

So far as is known, it is the first case raised 
in Parliament within the lifetime of the PPU 
jike those with which ministers used to be 
peppered at Question Time in the years 1916- 
1918, In those days there were just one or two 
solitary voices of protest like Philip Snowden’s. 

The man in question has been in touch with 
Peace News. Aged forty, he lives in Hudders- 
field and is “prepared to accept anything that 
offers a reasonable and decent standard of 
living and does not violate the principles for 
which I stand.” Anyone able to offer work 
should write to Box 143, c/o Peace News Office. 


Labour’s Attitude 


THE trade unions and the Labour move- 

ment have decided to cooperate in the 
National Civilian Defence scheme “ under 
certain conditions”’—relating to its demo- 
cratic and voluntary basis, &c. 

It is not long since Labour speakers declared 
they would not support rearmament except as 
part of a new foreign policy. How long will 
it be before Labour is prepared to support com- 
pulsory national service? We may learn the 
answer when the scheme is reviewed by Parlia- 
ment in March. 


The Christian Spirit? 


IN contrast to news from China published 

elsewhere in this paper is a paragraph 
in the Student Forum outlining the objects 
of the Student Christian Movement of 
Chengtu, China. 

This movement aims “to develop to the full 
the life of fellowship in the spirit of Jesus ... 
to have all the Christian students united; to 
instruct the people; to strengthen the force for 
the war against aggression” (our italics) The 
same spirit as that displayed by so many of our 
vociferous “democrats” at home! 
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